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Preface

It has barely been a year since the last major event of the Research Training Group
GRK 2833 “East Asian Futures”, the Fieldwork Results Workshop of Cohort 1 and the
Inauguration of Cohort 2 in Herne in October 2025. That event brought together both
cohorts of our group, as well as the new Qualifying Fellows, for the first time. With 14
doctoral researchers, five affiliated doctoral researchers, one postdoc and three affil-
iated postdocs, as well as 12 Qualifying Fellows, a total of 35 young scholars are and

have been participating in the programme.

Even though only nine months have passed, we can report on several new important
events and activities that have taken place since then. Networking and cooperation
workshops were organised in November 2025 at our pariner universities and institutes
in East Asia: Nankai University in Tianjin, East China Normal University in Shanghai,
National Taiwan Normal University in Taipei, and the German Institute for Japanese
Studies (DI} in Tokyo. These events helped deepen our relationships and cooperative
profiles. We gained insight info our partners’ research productivity and enjoyed learn-
ing about new research topics, including, for example, Switzerland's foreign aid assis-
fance, state governance of telecommunications networks in Republican China, Eastern
European influences on porcelain production in Jingdezhen during the early PRC era,

and the broader subject of technology, globalisation, and societal challenges inJapan
and Asia.

Another notable, interactive event the RTG conducted was the Public Outreach Event
in March 2026, entitled “Visions of the Future in East Asian Cinema”. Doctoral re-
searchers and Qualifying Fellows, organised in four groups, selected one film each
from China, Japan, South Korea and Taiwan. They investigated plots and backgrounds
of the films, which they then presented alongside screenings af two locations in Bochum.
Discussions with the audience followed each screening. Afterwards, the groups wrote
blog posts on the films reflecting on the relationship between their own everyday text-

based research and cinematic representation of future themes.



4

A particular highlight was the first graduation within our RTG. On April 30, 2026, affil-
iated doctoral researcher Youlim KIM successfully defended her thesis, “Transformation
and Construction of Social Discourse on Unmarried Mothers in South Korea”, super-
vised by Marion EGGERT and Karen SHIRE. Her research analysed the societal role
and status of unmarried mothers from the 1960s to the 2010s. In terms of the RTG, Ms.
KIM's work falls under the research field of “Self and Society”. In a chapter dedicated
specifically to the future prospects of these formerly marginalised and stigmatised
women, she demonstrates how societal values have gradually changed since the
2000s, taking into account demographic issues and state policies. With the lifting of
the emphasis on paternal household registration and the greater opportunities for
women to participate in the workforce, earning a living for themselves and their children,
the future seems to offer more scope for alternative family and childcare models. The
research was based on literature and journalism, reflecting on the differences and ten-
sions between the two, and used state-of-the-art digital text analysis tools. In view of
Youlim KIM's encouraging, pioneering example, the RTG looks with great expectation
to the writing-up phase of Cohort 1 and wishes all its members the very best for the

finalisation of their doctoral theses.

While this preface started with an overview of the young researchers involved, there is
further good news from the group of senior researchers. Séren URBANSKY, Professor
of Eastern European History at Ruhr University Bochum, joined the group as a partici-
pating researcher in March 2026. With his expertise on Russia as a major power, and
on individual, offen transnational, spheres of action — a topic of utmost importance to
all East Asian natfions — URBANSKY brings a valuable fresh perspective to the issues
addressed by the GRK.

Bochum and Duisburg in May 2026
The RTG Speaker and Co-Speaker
Christine MOLL-MURATA and Markus TAUBE
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Project outline

Short synopses in English, Chinese, Korean, and Japanese may be found below.

Introduction

The Research Training Group GRK 2833 “East Asian Futures: Visions and Realizations
on National, Transregional and Global Scales” (EAF), directed by Prof. Dr. Christine
MOLL-MURATA and Prof. Dr. Markus TAUBE, aims to train doctoral researchers about
conceptions relating to the future in East Asia. It is based af the Faculty of East Asian
Studies of Ruhr University Bochum and af the Institute of East Asian Studies of the
University of Duisburg-Essen, at the two big research centres for East Asian Studies in
North-Rhine Westphalia in Germany, joined together in the research initiative Alliance
for Research on East Asia (AREA) Ruhr.

The programme develops and applies an analytical model of conceptions of the future,
complementing research in the humanities (history, linguistics, philology, religious stud-

ies) with research in the social sciences (economics, political science, sociology).

Doctoral dissertations in this Research Training Group study and explain how projec-
tions and conceptions of the future have emerged, on what premises they are based,
and how they have been and continue to be applied to the paradigmatic fields of (1)
language, religion, and ideology, (2) self and society, (3) resources and technology,

and (4) sovereignty and governance.

Research focuses on the period between 1850 and the present, with recourse to earlier
intellectual heritage where necessary. The analyses include projections of the future by
East Asian states and polities (China, Japan, Korea, and Taiwan) in relation to each

other, to Europe, and the world.

The programme opens up a new field of research in East Asian area studies, combining

a macro-regional perspective with a focus on the modermn and contemporary periods.

The support of the German Research Foundation DFG is gratefully acknowledged.
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Research

Core Research Idea and Main Topic

The Research Training Group GRK 2833 “East Asian Futures” proposes the study, anal-

ysis, and explanation of the conceptions of future in East Asia.

Taking a chronological view, East Asia has experienced epistemological change
through confrontation with Western ideas and political, economic, and military domi-
nance of the West since the mid-nineteenth century. The period before these inferac-

tions can be designated as tradition, or heritage.

The period between 1850 and 1950 constitutes an era of transformation, during
which the ideational, political, and economic foundations for global interconnections

evolved.

After 1950, new regimes, political systems and ideologies used projections of the future
in ways previously unheard of. This tendency of realization made the People’s Republic
of China, Japan, North and South Korea, and Taiwan coalesce with and compete
against each other due to ideological opposition during the Cold War and also

against the backdrop of global threats.

Yet with intensifying globalization and the rise of the East Asian economies, a new
phase began in the 1980s. This period has lasted until today, even if in view of the

recent crises some voices predict the end of this macro-trend.

Geographically, the East Asian perspective taken by our group includes the two large
polities China and Japan, with Korea and Taiwan constituting smaller entities with co-
lonial pasts. We will reflect on the projections of the future within East Asian states and

polities, and in relation to each other, Europe, and the world.

The innovative potential of the programme lies in the application of an analytical model
of approaches to the conceptions of future as a tool that connects the group across the
humanities and the social sciences. In all these fields conceptualizations of the future lie
af the core of legitimation and self-assertion, from the level of the individual to supra-

state entities.



Thematic Areas and Typology of Approaches to the Future

The project covers four thematic areas. Starting out from the perspective of the future
as a term and notion, our group identified Language, Religion, and Ideology, Self
and Society, Resources and Technology and Sovereignty and Governance as the
fields most relevant for future themes.

CONCEPTIONS

OF THE
FUTURE

Thematic areas of the project

The project applies a typology that was inspired by a model for conceptualizations of
the future developed by the contemporary historians GRAF and HERZOG (2016)
which we adapted to fit the East Asian context. Graf and Herzog's categories of anal-

ysis include the following modes:

The "anticipation of the inevitable” or future of expectation appears in the form of
religious, philosophical, and ideological outlines, prognoses, and instructions. In pre-
twentieth century East Asiq, this pertains especially to Confucian and Buddhist thought.
The expectation of modernisation according to the Euro-American model emerged in
the second half of the nineteenth century. In the twentieth century, socialist concepts

based on the premise of an inexorable course of history also belong in this category,
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as do responses to globalization that emphasize continuities in East Asian divergences

from (neo-)liberal market transformations.

The mode future of planning refers to an active attitude towards future concems, re-
alized or to be realized in politics, economics, science, and technology. In East Asia,
the fields in which conceptions of the future of this type occur are phases of socialist
planned economies, but also Japan’s colonial policies between 1895 and 1945, and
thereafter, the ‘developmental state’ involvement in industrial policy. It also relates to
modern state-business connections that combine top-down planning with bottom-up
market structures. An example of this mode of planning is to be found in urbanism,

where urban planning is often based on utopian concepts of society and technology.

The dystopian future of risk relates to the experience of cataclysms, especially of tech-
nological warfare. This type of approach to the future aims to cope with the unexpected
and guard against the dangerous and undesired by means of scenarios. During the
encroachments on China’s sovereignty in the first half of the twentieth century, warfare
in WWII and the Korean War, the nuclear threat and system competition in the Cold
War, and unresolved issues of unification or independence until now, the awareness

of risk and a potentially disastrous future has been and is present.

The future of preservation represents the notion that natural resources may not be
available in unlimited quantities, and that cultural heritage may fall into oblivion. “Future
of preservation” reflects the intention to protect the desirable, in the awareness that
environmental deterioration might be irreversible, and especially with respect to secur-
ing both the ecosphere and cultural heritage in the interest of intergenerational justice.
This projection of the future is also relevant for imagining social protection in the face
of economic globalization, and for addressing the challenges posed by demographic

changes that threaten reproduction in the populations of East Asia.

Didactic Goals

Doctoral researchers will acquire a qualification in East Asian regional studies and in
one of the disciplines in the humanities (history, philology, linguistics, religious studies)
or the social sciences (sociology, political science, economics) included in the pro-

gramme, with an emphasis on advanced theories and methodologies.
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The central aim of the qualification programme is to develop the specific profile of
language- and discipline-based area studies research. This concept is operationalized
through the establishment of a specific course programme and methodological training
af the RUB, UDE and other institutions in Germany and East Asia. Career development
measures complete the programme, o ensure that graduates are well prepared for

entering international research careers.

The curriculum of the doctoral research programme is designed to run for four years.
During their first year, participants will take classes on theories and methods, where they
will receive coaching for their specific topics early on. The second year mainly consists
of a period of fieldwork (6-12 months) and/or archival /library research. In the third
year, the doctoral researchers will analyse and present the first results of their field and
archival or library work to a larger academic audience apart from their colleagues
and supervisors in the Research Training Group. The final year will focus on the write-

up of their dissertations and preparation for career development.

Proposal based Empirical Research skills Dissertation
on first draft research consolidated, submitted
Milestones completed 5 completed . analyses 5
and accepted completed,
results categorized

Year | Year Il Year Il Year IV
Course work Fieldwork in East Asia, | Analyses of empirical Write-up and
Work phases library and archival | research in East Asia, | career development

research consolidation of method
and theory application
and writing skills

Work phases and milestones of the doctoral research programme

Postdoctoral researchers engage in a similarly structured programme that spans over
5 years and incorporates two short-term fieldwork phases. They also conduct peer
teaching of the doctoral researchers, organise joint events with the doctoral researchers,
and are offered opportunities to present their research at RUB and UDE events as well

as those organised by the Research Training Group itself.
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Synopsis in English

Research Training Group (RTG) East Asian Futures:

Visions and Realizations on National, Transregional and Global Scales

The RTG "East Asian Futures” provides doctoral researchers with training in concepts
about the future in East Asia. It is based at the Faculty of East Asian Studies of the Ruhr
University Bochum and at the Institute of East Asian Studies of the University of Duisburg-
Essen. These are two big research centres for East Asian Studies in Germany, joined

together in the Alliance for Research on East Asia (AREA) Ruhr.

The RTG was launched in October 2023 and to date includes nine doctoral research-
ers, four postdocs, and four qualifying M.A. students. The programme is funded by the

German Research Foundation (DFG).

Core research ideas

The programme develops and applies an analytical model of conceptions of the future,

complementing research in the humanities with research in the social sciences.

Doctoral dissertations study and explain how projections and conceptions of the future
have emerged, on what premises they are based, and how they have been and con-

finue to be applied to four paradigmatic fields.

The time focus is on the period between 1850 and the present, with recourse to earlier
intellectual heritage. The analyses include projections of the future by the East Asian
states and polities, China, Japan, Korea, and Taiwan, in relation to each other, to Eu-

rope, and the world.

Didactic goals

Doctoral researchers of the RTG “East Asian Futures” will acquire a qualification in East
Asian regional studies and in one of the disciplines in the humanities (history, philology,
linguistics, religious studies) or the social sciences (sociology, political science, eco-
nomics) included in the programme, with an emphasis on advanced theories and meth-

odologies.
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The central aim of the qualification programme is to develop the specific profile of
language- and discipline-based area studies research. This concept is operationalized
through the establishment of a specific course programme and methodological training
af the RUB, UDE and other institutions in Germany and East Asia. Career development
measures complete the programme, o ensure that graduates are well prepared for

entering international research careers.

Curriculum

Year 1: classes on theories and methods coach graduate researchers for their spe-
cific topics early on

Year 2: fieldwork and/or archival /library research

Year 3: analysis and presentation of the first results of fieldwork and archival /library

research to a larger academic audience
Year 4: write-up and preparation for career development

A series of milestones, at which doctoral researchers complete specific steps toward

the completion of their dissertation, is set up to ensure timely work procedures.
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Synopsis in Chinese
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Synopsis in Korean
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Project activities

Porﬂcipon.fs of the Ffe;dwork I/QesAuﬂl;s. \/-\/jr'ksh, ch8/ 2025 © RUB, Wiemann
In October 2025, the second cohort of doctoral researchers, with seven fully-funded
and two affiliated members, enrolled in the RTG's programme and took up their work
at the University of Duisburg-Essen and Ruhr University Bochum. The annual event on
October 8-10, tiled “Fieldwork Results Workshop and Inauguration of Cohort I1”,
served the dual purpose of infroducing the new members and their prospective re-
search to the group, and of showcasing the results of the fieldwork the first cohort and
the postdoctoral researchers have been conducting in the project's second year. Taking
place at the LWL Archaeological Museum in Herne, Germany, about 60 participants,
including faculty members, Mercator Fellows, and guests, engaged in lively discussions

on the diverse topics covered by the research group.
A unique opportunity to engage with the RTG's partner institutions and to meet fellow

researchers abroad presented ifself in the workshop series in East Asia conducted by
the RTG in November 2025, in which members of the group visited partner institutions
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in Tianjin, Shanghai, Taipei, and Tokyo. On November 3, RTG members participated
in a joint workshop with the Department of Economics at Nankai University in Tianjin,
followed by a visit to the Zhou Enlai School of Government. The second workshop was
held at the East China Normal University's Minhang Campus in the outskirts of Shang-
hai on November 5. The RTG was hosted by Prof. Xiaocai FENG and had the oppor-
tunity to both engage with his graduate students and observe his classes. The Taiwan
workshop at the History Department of National Taiwan Normal University in Taipei
on November 10 was conducted by RTG Mercator Fellow Professor Lin-Chun WU,
with her graduate students joining the workshop's audience. Finally, the fourth workshop
of the series took place af the Deutsches Institut fur Japanstudien (DU in Tokyo on No-
vember 13. This event was hosted by Dr. Nicole M. MULLER, who facilitated the dis-
cussions and brought in perspectives from the instfitute’s ongoing projects, together with
her colleagues and guests. Taken together, these workshops revealed how concepts
of the future are shaped by specific historical frajectories, cultural contexts, and present-
day social and political concerns. They also demonstrated the value of sustained aca-

demic exchange.

Workshops at Nankai University (top left], ECNU (top right], NTNU (botfom left),
and the DI (bottom right} © RUB, Moll-Murata / NTNU, Wu / DI, Miller
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On December 4, the RTG hosted its annual Equal Opportunity Event, which this year
took place online and featured Associate Professor Dr. Hongwei BAO (University of
Nottingham), delivering a lecture and workshop fitled “Decolonising Drag: VWhen East
Asian Artists Perform Drag”. Following Dr. BAO's presentation, participants engaged in
lively dialogue, reflecting on the gendered, sexual, racial, and political dimensions of

drag, both historically and in contemporary diasporic seftings.

With doctoral researchers of the first cohort entering their second half of the RTG pro-
gramme, Mercator Fellow Prof. Hyung-Gu LYNN, PhD, held an online publishing
workshop for the first cohort of the Research Training Group on December 8. Drawing
on his extensive experience as an academic editor of more than sixteen years, Prof.
LYNIN offered valuable insights into the publication process, tailored to the diverse
disciplinary backgrounds of the participants. The workshop addressed both challenges
and opportunities in academic publishing and fostered a stimulating dialogue with the
group.

In an effort to engage with the general public and communicate key research aspects
of the Research Training Group to a non-scientific audience, the RTG conducted a
public outreach event, tilled “Visions of the Future in East Asian Cinema” in March
2026, screening four movies from China, Japan, South Korea, and Taiwan af two cin-
ema locations in Bochum. The screenings explored cinematic visions of the future, with
the selected films engaging with questions of technology, society, apocalypse,
memory, and imagination. Each screening was introduced and contextualised by the
doctoral researchers and Qualifying Fellows, followed by a discussion with the audi-
ence. On March 5, the RTG screened the Japanese anime film Metropolis (2001) and
the Taiwanese genre-bending comedy Marry My Dead Body (2022) in cooperation
with the Studienkreis Film (SKF) at Ruhr University Bochum. On March 18, the South
Korean science fiction anthology Doomsday Book (2012) and the Chinese sci-fi com-
edy Moon Man (2022) were presented. This second event was organised in coop-
eration with the local cinema Endstation Kino. Afterwards, the presenting researchers
and fellows wrote up extensive articles on their respective movies, analysing and con-
textualising approaches to and visions of the future displayed therein, which were pub-
lished on the RTG's homepage.
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The first graduate of the RTG's programme, finished her work soon hereafter: On April
30, 2026, Youlim KIM, dffiliated researcher with the RTG, successfully defended her
doctoral thesis at the Faculty of East Asian Studies of Ruhr University Bochum. Following
a brief presentation of her thesis, tiled “Transformation and Construction of Social Dis-
course on Unmarried Mothers in South Korea”, Ms. KIM faced the questions of the
doctoral committee, consisting of her advisors, Prof. Dr. Marion EGGERT and Prof. Ka-
ren SHIRE Ph.D., as well as several other members of the faculty, among them Prof. Dr.
Christine MOLL-MURATA and Prof. Dr. Katia SCHMIDTPOTT. After her successful de-
fense, KIM celebrated with her advisors, fellow doctoral researchers and friends on
the RUB campus und was later awarded her doctoral certificate at the faculty’s Dean's
office. The Research Training Group warmly congratulates Youlim KIM for her accom-

plishment and wishes her all the best for the upcoming publication of her thesis.
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Ms. KIM receiving her cerfificate, together with RTG Speaker Prof. MOLL-MURATA © RUB, Leonow

Following its success in the previous years, the Research Training Group again hosted
its online colloquium series for a general academic audience, where external re-

searchers are invited to hold lectures on their respective fields of research that pertain
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to East Asian conceptions of future. Since the series started in November 2023, the
RTG was able to invite 18 scholars to present their research from diverse scientific back-
grounds. During the winter term of 2025/26, the colloquium series featured online
lectures by Prof. Aaron William MOORE (University of Edinburgh), Prof. Dr. Birgit
HOPFENER (Carleton University) and Dr. Rolf SCHEUERMANN (Heidelberg Uni-
versity). In the ongoing summer term of 2026, Dr. Sinan CHU (German Institute for
Global and Area Studies) and Prof. Dr. Jens BECKERT (Max Planck Institute for the
Study of Societies) were already hosted, with Prof. BECKERT conducting an in-person
colloquium session at the Duisburg campus of the University of Duisburg-Essen. In June,
Prof. Dr. Lisa SUCKERT (University of Antwerp), who the RTG was already able to win
over for a talk at its inauguration event in 2023, will return with a colloquium session,
and inJuly 2026, Prof. Dr. Sandra MAB, supervisor of former Qualifying Fellow Estella
GREEN's doctoral research project, is expected to give another lecture in this series.
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Publications

Listed in this overview are publications by members of the Research Training Group

GRK 2833 "East Asian Futures” pertinent fo the group’s research info conceptions of

the future in East Asia.

2024

T

Minkyun PARK, Guk-Bo SIM. “Theoretical and Empirical Examination of the
Peacebuilding Potential of Pati-Agent” [in Korean), in: Critical Sociology Associa-
tion of Korea Conference Proceedings 8, 2024, pp. 34-38.

Christian SCHWERMANN. “The Ideclogy of Chao Cuo”, in: Yuri PINES (ed.),
Dao Companion to China’s fa Tradition: The Philosophy of Governance by Impar-
tial Standards (Dao Companions to Chinese Philosophy 19). Cham: Springer 2024,
op. 181-198.

Christian SCHWERMANN. "Ohne Wagenbruch kein Schiffbruch: Zur méglichen
Adaption einer Daseinsmetapher in der chinesischen Literatur”, in: Manuel BAUM-
BACH & Yasmin TEMELLI (eds.), Schiffbruch: Von Untergéngen und Neuanféngen.
Stuttgart: Franz Steiner 2024, pp. 225-242.

Christian SCHWERMANN. "' State |s Powerful If Its People Are Being Put to [Good]
Use": The Invention of Human Resource Management in Ancient China”, in: Journal
of Global Slavery @, 2024, pp. 166-198.

Nora WOLFING. “Walking the Earth's Surface in ‘territory’”, in: ArtAsiaPacific
(online), May 21, 2024.

Nora WOLFING. “Rachel Youn's ‘Pleasure Circuit”, in: ArtAsiaPacific (online), Oct
24,2024,

Nora WOLFING. "Von der Brust zur Leinwand”, in: Science Notes (online), Dec
19, 2024.
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2025

1

Aya HINO. “Epistemic (Dis)Obedience: ‘Japanese’ Theory, Structural Inequality,
and Kokusai Nihongaku." In: Asiatische Studien - Etudes Asiatiques 79(2), 2025,
pp. 329-366. DOI: 10.1515 /asia-2025-0001.

Nora WOLFING. "The Young Body Talks Back—Healing, Agency, and Commu-
nity Building in the Art of Charmaine Poh”, in: Yishu Journal of Contemporary Chi-
nese Art 22, 2025, pp. 22-35.

2026

)l

Konrad BOHM, Charlotte DIRKS, Arne Moritz MEYER, Xiaoyu XIONG,
Buyun GONG, Philip MEIB, Liliia PEICHEVA, Anna-Maria RAU, Martyna
SZOJA. "Swinging a Striking Hommer for the Future of the Earth”, in: East Asian
Futures (online), May 20, 2026.

Pao-wen HUANG, Ming-Feng WU, Lea WALLRAFF. "Perspectives on the future
in the Taiwanese film "Marry my Dead Body'”, in: East Asian Futures (online), May
20, 2026.

Hirotaka KOBAYASHI, Denise MUBMANN, Lara SEEGER. "Welcome to the
Future! A Retfrospective on our “Metropolis” Viewing Event”, in: East Asian Futures
(online), May 20, 2026.

Aman VERMA, Eetu LAUSTELA, Minkyun PARK, Seoyeon HAN, Youlim KIM.
"On Doomsday Book (lllyu myeolmang bogoseo, 2012)", in: East Asian Futures
(online), May 20, 2026.

Gug Bo SIM and Minkyun PARK. “Pati-Agent: Rethinking the Suffered Being in
Apocalypses”, in: Samantha GAMEZ & Julia PALMIANO FEDERER (eds.), Apo-
calyptic Imaginaries and the Future of Peace: Decolonial and Critical Approaches.
Berlin: Springer 2026, pp. 81-103.

Richard J. COOK, Igor SEVENARD and Mateus BILHAR. “The visualisation of in-
ternational relations: Using film as pedagogical scaffolding”, in: Polifics 0(0), 2026,
pp. 1-19. DOI: 10.1177 /026339572614464.

Igor SEVENARD. "Democratisation of Artificial Intelligence [Al) or Digital Author-
itarianisme China’s Large Language Model (LLM) Strategy and the Challenge to
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Western Al Dominance”, in: Journal of Current Chinese Affairs, 2026, pp. 1-24.
DOI: 10.1177/18681026261434029.

Igor SEVENARD, Richard J. COOK and Mateus BILHAR. “Space Race 2.0: The
Competition for the Future Operating System of Space”, in: The Diplomat {online),
Feb 16, 2026.

Igor SEVENARD. “Mutual Norm Socialization through Knowledge-Security Re-
strictions in Sino-German Academic Cooperation”, in: Asian Review of Polifical
Economy 5(1), 2026, pp. 1-22. DOI: 10.1007 /544216-026-00072-0.
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Individual activities

This section includes activities conducted by doctoral and postdoctoral researchers,
sorfed alphabetically, since the previous issue of the Activity Report in late 2025. A full
overview of activities may be found on the RTG's website

Konrad BOHM (Doctoral Researcher)

Funded Excursions

9 ECPR Methods School “Political Ethnography: Method, Sensibility, Writing”, online,
organized by the European Consortium for Political Research, Feb 16-20, 2026.

Buyun GONG (Doctoral Researcher)

Presentations

T “Xinwenhuayundong shigi de guanli xiandaixing: Hou zibenzhuyi weilai yu
laodong wutuobang” [Managerial Modemity during the New Culture Movement:
A Post-Capitalist Future and the Utopia of Labor]. Workshop “East Asian Futures”,
Fast China Normal University, Shanghai, China, Nov 5, 2026.

1 "Taylorization of the Government: The Chinese Administrative Efficiency Movement
in the 1930s". 2026 Business History Conference “Co-Creation”, The Business His-
tory Conference (BHC), Imperial College London, UK, Mar 28, 2026.

Funded Excursions

T XXXVI. DVCS Annual Conference “Selbstbilder - Fremdbilder”, Hamburg Univer-
sity, Germany, Nov 21-23, 2025.

Dr. Aya HINO (Postdoctoral Researcher)

Fellowships and Research Stays

1 Apr-Jun 2026. Visiting Fellowship, Faculty of Arts, Catholic University of Leuven,
Belgium.

1 Sep-Oct 2024. Fieldwork in Japan, German Institute for Japanese Studies (D),
Tokyo, Japan.



Guest Lectures

T

""Narrating Japan as Japanese to those outside?' Kokusai Nihongaku and Cate-
gories of Knowledge”. Satsuma Chair Guest Lecture, Faculty of Arts, Catholic Uni-
versity of Leuven, Belgium, Apr 30, 2025.

"A future that remoulds the past: An introduction to the studies of past futures in East
Asia”. Department of Asian and North African Studies, Ca’ Foscari University, Ven-
ice, ltaly, Oct 7, 2025.

"Epistemic Encounters”. Japanese History Colloquium, Faculty of Arts, Catholic Uni-
versity of Leuven, Belgium, May 5, 2026.

“Ideclogy, Utopia, and Chronopolitics of the Japanese Empire”. In the BA Course
"Close Reading and Ciritical Discussion of New Research in Japanese Studies,”

Faculty of Arts, Catholic University of Leuven, Belgium, May 7, 2026.

Conferences and Workshops

T

Panel Chair for “Cybercrime in a Digitalized Japan: Risks, Responses, and Implica-
tions for the Future”. British Association for Japanese Studies (BAJS) 2025 — 50th
Anniversary Conference, Cardiff University, United Kingdom, Sep 4, 2025.

"An Imagined Future, Disappearing Futures.” Fieldwork Result Workshop, GRK
2833 "East Asian Futures”, Herne, Germany, Oct @, 2025.

"Chronpolitics, Temporalities, and Future Imaginary of the Japanese Empire.” Ger-
man Association for Social Science Research on Japan (VSIF) Annual Conference,
Fachgruppe Geschichte, Vienna, Austria, Nov 7, 2025.

"The Temporality of Utopia: A Case of the Japanese Empire.” Workshop “East Asian
Futures”, German Institute for Japanese Studies (DIJ), Tokyo, Japan, Nov 13, 2025.

Pao-wen HUANG (Doctoral Researcher)

Presentations

1

"Taiwan's Tariff Policy in the 1950s: Future Risk and Uncertainty after GATT With-
drawal”. Workshop “'Dongya/weilai’ yanliu. Boshisheng xueshu jiaoliu luntan”
[Graduate Student Forum on East Asia and Futures Studies], National Taiwan Nor-
mal University, Taipei, Taiwan, Nov 10, 2025.
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1 “The Taiwan Customs Commissioners and Shifting Tariff Policies in Japanese Colo-
nial Rule (1895-1909)". AAS Annual Conference 2026 Association of Asian Stud-
ies, Vancouver, Canada, Mar 13, 2026.

1 "Tariff Reform Under Martial Law: Taiwan's Trade Policy and Visions of the Future”.
The 23rd Conference of the European Association of Taiwan Studies “Echoes of
Authority: Forty Years on from the Eve of the Lifting of Martial Law”, Portsmouth, UK,
Apr 1, 2026,

Funded Excursions

9 Conference “The World Economic History Congress”, organised by the Interna-
tional Economic History Association, Lund University, Sweden, Jul 28 - Aug 1,
2025.

Youlim KIM (Aff. Doctoral Researcher)

Presentations

1 “Framing unmarried mothers in Korea: Development of Social discourse through
field transgressions across media and literature”. The 18th Kyujanggak International
Symposium on Korean Studies, Seoul National University, South Korea, Nov 6-8,
2025.

1 “Framing Shifts in Abortion Discourse: Newspaper coverage of the South Korean
Government's abortion and demographic projection”. Workshop “East Asian Fu-
tures at the DIJ Tokyo”, German Institute for Japanese Studies, Tokyo, Japan, Nov
13, 2025.

9 “Literary Representations and Discursive Resonance of Unmarried Mothers in South
Korea, 1960-2010s". Workshop “Portrayals of mothers in Korean and Japanese
literature: From premodern to contemporary” organized by Barbara WALL, Shiho
TAKAI and Youlim KIM, University of Kopenhagen, Denmark, Feb 25-26, 2026.

Media Appearances

1 Newspaper interview, published as part of Anna RUHLAND: “Ménner2 Nee, lass
mall”, in: fluter. (online), Apr 28, 2025.
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Eetu LAUSTELA (Doctoral Researcher)

Presentations

1 "Contemporary North Korean Depictions of the Future in the ‘Socialist Civilization’
Discourse”. The 16th ISKS International Conference of Korean Studies: A Multipolar
World and Korean Studies, International Society for Korean Studies (ISKS), Na-
tional University of Mongolia, Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Aug 18-20, 2025.

1 “Futures under Socialism: North Korean Visions of ‘Socialist Civilization” in the Kim
Jong-un Era”. Workshop “East Asian Futures”, Nankai University, Tianjin, China,
Nov 3, 2025.

T “State Planning for the 21 st Century: Adaptation and Future Visions in North Korea's
Five-Year Plans 2016-2026". The 9th Annual Conference of the Social Science
Korean Studies Network in Europe (SoKEN), University of Turku, Finland, Apr 10,
2026.

Arne Moritz MEYER (Doctoral Researcher)

Presentations

1 “The lllusion of Great Power Competition? China'’s Post-Colonial Socialist Identity
and Outer Space Cooperation (Tiangong-3)”. International Authors” Workshop
"Contesting Roles in World Politics: Great Power Identity and the Making of Global
Order”, Institute of East Asian Studies, University of Duisburg-Essen, Duisburg, Ger-
many, May 13, 2026.

Funded Excursions

1 Spring School “Outer Space Cooperation in the Middle East”, organized by the
The Center for Advanced Security, Strategic and Integration Studies (CASSIS),
Bonn University, Germany, May 17-19, 2026.

Liliia PEICHEVA (Aff. Doctoral Researcher)

Funded Excursions

1 ECPR Methods School: Survey Design, online, organized by the European Con-
sortium for Political Research, Feb 25-27 2026.
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Dr. Qingin PENG (Aff. Postdoctoral Researcher)

Presentations

1 "Zhongguo fojiao zhong de ‘bian’ guannian jigi xiandai zhuanxing” [The Concept
of "Change” in Chinese Buddhism and Its Modern Transformation]. Workshop “East
Asian Futures”, East China Normal University, Shanghai, China, Nov 5, 2026,

1 "Geyi (Matching Concepts): A Modern Narrative in Chinese Buddhist Historiog-
raphy”. AAS Annual Conference 2026 Association of Asian Studies, Vancouver,
Canada, Mar 15, 2026.

Research Activities

1 Participation in the Interdisciplinary workshop “Biographies of Chinese Buddhists in
Past and Present”, University of Hamburg, Germany, Feb 14-15, 2025.

Anna-Maria RAU (Aff. Doctoral Researcher)

Presentations

1 “"Minguo shigi xiandai yinyue lunshu zhong de weilai gouxiang” [Visions of the Fu-
ture in Modern Music Discourse During the Republican Era]. Workshop “East Asian
Futures”, East China Normal University, Shanghai, China, Nov 5, 2026.

Igor SEVENARD (Doctoral Researcher)

Presentations

9 “The Domestic-International Nexus of China’s Global Community of Shared Future”.
Workshop “East Asian Futures”, Nankai University, Tianjin, China, Nov 3, 2025.

T “Shaping the Future: The Global Community of Shared Future as Identity-Forming
Construct or Sloganistic Narrative Strategy2”. 5th Conference on Asian Studies by
the German Association of Asian Studies (DGA), Bonn University, Germany, Sep
10, 2025.

1 Panel Organiser for “The Indo-Pacific’s Contested Future: Identity Formation, Do-
mestic Politics and Conflict Prevention Amid China-US Strategic Competition”. 5th
Conference on Asian Studies by the German Association of Asian Studies (DGA),
Bonn University, Germany, Sep 10, 2025.
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Martyna SZOJA (Aff. Doctoral Researcher)

Presentations

T

"China’s Weapons of Mass Destruction Non-Proliferation Policy”. 10th edition Nu-
clear History Summer Camp, Nuclear Proliferation International History Project
(NPIHP) and Hiroshima Organization for Global Peace (HOPe), University of Hi-
roshima, Japan, Oct 6-16, 2025.

"China’s New Role in the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Regime: SDG 16 & SDG 177
3rd UNITAR International Research Conference (3UIRC), United Nations Devel-
opment Programme office, Brussels, Belgium, Dec 3-4, 2025.

"Between Doctrine and Practice: China’s Nuclear Policy and Its Challenges for
Disarmament Diplomacy”. 3rd National Scientific Conference “Challenges of
Modemn Diplomacy”, University of Lodz, Poland, May 14, 2026.

"China and Nuclear Non-Proliferation in Central Asia: Norms, Influence, and Re-
gional Security Dynamics”. National Scientific Conference “Inne stany: Azja Cen-
tralna” [Other States: Central Asia], Faculty of Social Sciences, University of
Wiroctaw, Poland, May 15, 2026.

Funded Excursions

1

EU Non-Proliferation and Disarmament Consortium / SIPR| intensive course
"WMD non-proliferation and disarmament in a changing world”, online, orga-
nized by the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) and the Euro-
pean Union Non-Proliferation and Disarmament Consortium (EUNPDC), Jan 20—
23, 2026.

ECPR Methods School “Critical Discourse Analysis”, online, organized by the Eu-
ropean Consortium for Political Research, Feb 16-20, 2026.

11th Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nu-
clear Weapons (NPT}, New York, USA, Apr 27 — May 9, 2026 (moderator of the
side event "Nuclear Risks and Risk Reduction” on Apr 27; speaker at the Mayors
for Peace Youth Forum on Apr 28, speaker at the UN “Youth Leaders Acting for
Disarmament” on May 1; member on three delegations: Middle East Treaty Or-

ganization (METO), Parliamentarians for Nuclear Non-Proliferation  and
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Disarmament (PNND) and the UNODA Youth Leader Fund for the World without

Nuclear Weapons).

lea WALLRAFF (Doctoral Researcher)

Presentations

1 "History as a Resource for the Future: Agricultural Reforms and Reception of Antig-
uities in Late Imperial and Early Republican China”. XXXVith Annual Conference
,Selbstbilder— Fremdbilder” of the Deutsche Vereinigung fur Chinastudien e.V.
(DVCS), University of Hamburg, Germany, Nov 21, 2025.

Nora WOLFING (Aff. Doctoral Researcher)

Presentations

9 "Durch den Nebel - Qiu Shihua, Maler der Leere”. Museum unter Tage, Bochum,
Germany, Feb 15, 2026.

Teaching Assignments

1 “Medienkunst in und aus China - Zwischen Technik-Optimismus und spekulativem

Storytelling”. Seminar, Technische Universitat Berlin, Germany, Summer Term 2026.

Ming-Feng WU (Doctoral Researcher)

Presentations

1 “Buddhification as Future-Making: Buddhist New Youth Movement in 1920s—
1930s Republican China”. XXIII JAHR World Congress, International Association
for the History of Religions, Jagiellonian University, Krakéw, Poland, Aug 24-30,
2025.

1 Participant in “Roundtable: Decolonization and the Study of East Asian Religion”,
chaired by Prof. Satoko FUJIIWARA, PhD. XXIIl AHR World Congress, International
Association for the History of Religions, Jagiellonian University, Krakéw, Poland,
Aug 26, 2025.
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"Contested Awakening: Buddhist Concepts in Modern China’s Reform Discourse”.
Workshop “How Buddhist Studies Became an Academic Discipline in Modern East
Asia2”, National Chengchi University, Taipei, online, Oct 29, 2025.

"When Buddhism Encounters ‘the Future”: Between Religious and Secular Discourse
in Japan and China at the Tumn of the 20th Century”. Workshop “'Dongya,/weilai’
yanliu. Boshisheng xueshu jiaoliu luntan” [Graduate Student Forum on East Asia and
Futures Studies], National Taiwan Normal University, Taipei, Taiwan, Nov 10,
2025.

"Engaging the Secular: Conceptions of the Future in Modern Chinese Buddhism”.
CERES Forschungskolloguium, Center for Religous Studies (CERES), Ruhr University
Bochum, Germany, Feb 2, 2026.

Funded Excursions / Fieldwork

1

6th Chung-Hwa International Conference on Buddhism, organised by the Chung-
Hwa Institute for Buddhist Studies, GIS Convention Center, Taipei, Taiwan, Oct
30 - Nov 1, 2025.

Visits to the National Diet Library (NDL) and the Religious Department at the Uni-
versity of Tokyo, Japan, Nov 2025.

Xiaoyu XIONG (Doctoral Researcher)

Presentations

1

"Teacher Policy and Regime Security in China: Co-evolution of Quality and Mo-
rality Discourse”. Workshop , Social and Psychological Factors of Mass Support for
Authoritarianism”, European Consortium for Political Research (ECPR), Innsbruck,
Austria, Apr 8, 2026.
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Researchers & Staff

Doctoral Researchers (Cohort |)

Buyun GONG

Scientific Management in Republican China:
How the Future was Made Plannable

Focusing on the history of Taylorism in Republican
China from the 1910s to 1940s, this dissertation seeks
to understand how the future was made plannable in
the workplace and in larger economic and societal

contexts by investigating three main areas:

1. Historical conditions. Under which historical con-
ditions was Taylorism introduced and practised in Re-
publican China? To which problems was Taylorism a solution?@

2. Emergence of a plannable future. How was the future made plannable through sci-
entific management? This question is to be approached with empirical case studies at

different levels from work planning over welfare system to macro-economic planning.

3. Sociopolitical Effects. How did Taylorist style of work system shape the temporality
of work-place and of worker's body? How did it influence work-related welfare system

and labour policies in general?

A central methodological premise underlying the proposed dissertation is a hypothesis
of 'doing future’. From a perspective of practice theory, the future is neither an objective
'thing, nor a subjective perception in individuals’ minds. Instead, as a lived temporality,
it is always enacted in doing. Another premise is that planning practices have con-
stituted prevalent future-making practices since Western modernity. Republican China
witnessed a similar temporal shift from an expectable future to a plannable future. On
this basis, this dissertation seeks to broaden the analytical focus from future conceptions
to heterogeneous future-making practices. It attempts to untangle the discursive, bodily,

affective and material dimensions of how the future was made plannable.
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Pao-wen HUANG

Tariffs and Future Anticipation: Customs Policies
and Practices in Taiwan, 1850-1990

The Chinese maritime customs, established in the lat-
ter half of the 19th century, developed a manage-
ment method containing moderm stafistical and ac-
counting concepts with the help of foreign experts.

This led to an increase in customs revenues, but

China did not entirely adopt Western financial man- [/ ]
agement methods. As a result, two different manage- © RUB, Marquard

ment methods co-existed both in China and Taiwan.

After the opening of ports in the 1860s, Taiwan gradually gained independence from
Fujian Province with the support of tariff revenue and was eventually declared a prov-
ince in 1885. The cession of Taiwan to Japan by the Qing dynasty in 1895 resulted in
the termination of the previous customs system. However, after Taiwan came under the
control of the Republic of China in 1945, the customs adminisiration experienced a

revival until 1991.

Once a symbol of progress during the Qing Dynasty, it became a vestige of the past
during the Republic of China's rule in Taiwan. The differing attitudes of the Kuomintang
and the Communist Party towards this institution had direct impact on the different eco-

nomic and frade development in present-day Taiwan and China.

My research will focus on ideas of future and modernity in fiscal and economic policies
influenced by the West and the clash with the traditional Chinese fiscal systems and
shed light on the factors that have contributed to the gradual socioeconomic diver-

gence between Taiwan and China.
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Youlim KIM (affiliated researcher)

Transformation and Construction of Social Dis-
course on Unmarried Mothers in South Korea

There has been a pervasive social discourse of stig-
matising unmarried mothers in South Korea (Koreq,
hereafter). Sexual immorality is a prominent stigma
that unmarried mothers are accused of and they have
had to put great effort to erase the stigma. However,

‘2

TeeRas 3

the personal experience of unmarried mothers in

South Korea is not merely their individual stories, but ©RUB, Brasse

the reflected history of colonial, post-colonial, nationalistic and patriarchal society.

The term Mihonmo (unmarried mother) first appeared in print media in the late ©0s and
early 70s. Since then, the media has consolidated its way of describing unmarried
mothers using repetitive language and symbols. Likewise, Korean novels affer the Ko-
rean War occasionally depicted unmarried mothers; they were sometimes portrayed
as poor war widows, indiscriminately sexually active figures, such as yang-gongju
(western princess), mentally unstable, or disabled women. Various legislative measures
from the 1950s also contained many discriminative elements against unmarried mothers

and served as a means to restrain their bodies, sexuality, and motherhood.

This study examines articulations on unmarried mothers in the media and literary texts,
and legal measures that influenced unwed mothers' legal status from the 60s to under-
stand the development of social discourse on unwed mothers in Korea. Therefore, the
interplay of fields of politics, media and literature which forms a dynamic triangular
relationship is mainly explored. Moreover, unmarried mothers' projection for the future
is analysed in relationship fo their societal experience and pursuit of their agency.

This research project proposes that the field of literature tends to generate more liber-
ating and challenging discourse on gendered norms, compared to the media. By delv-
ing info unwed mothers” hopes, desires, and aspirations for the future, this study ensures
that the voices of unmarried mothers can be empowered by the literature.



Eetu LAUSTELA

North Korean Depictions of the Future in Text
Publications of the Kim Jong-un Era

North Korea is commonly portrayed as a Stalinist cu-
riosity, a state economically and ideologically frozen
in time. External narratives about its future are thus of-
ten confined to imagining either prolonged stagna-
tion or hypothesized radical transformation, either

through collapse or major reform. However, beyond

© RUB, Marquard

these outsider perspectives, the North Korean state
actively constructs and disseminates its own visions of its future(s) as all states do. The
primary question this thesis addresses is what key characteristics are associated with
the future in contemporary North Korea. The research is conducted by using qualitative
content analysis on a variety of data sets from North Korean publications. The materials
consist of domestic non-fiction texts in the Korean language, such as future-oriented
news media and political writings, from the period of 2012-2023, the first decade of

Kim Jong-un's rule.

The focus of the research is on what the North Korean state hopes, wants, and expects
from its own future, and what qualities it associates with modernity, progress and de-
velopment. By focusing on the contemporary future visions in North Korea, this research
explores North Korea's ideology, historical evolution, and adaptive strategies in re-
sponse fo contemporary challenges and global political shifts. Additionally, the re-
search also provides a better picture of how these aspirations shape the ideological
worldview communicated fo its citizens and help to maintain the state’s legitimacy. Fi-
nally, this study also analyzes the contemporary usage of “socialism” as part of North
Korea's future-making efforts, highlighting both continuity and changes in the political
concept by contrasting the current future projections with the past ‘socialist futures’ from

North Korea and other socialist states.
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Minkyun PARK

Divided Self, Divided Future: Narrative Contes-
tation and Politics of Foreign Policy Oscillation
with the Case of South Korea’s Relations with Ja-
pan

South Korea (Korea) has long been regarded as a
shrimp between two whales — China and Japan.

Due to its dramatic economic growth, democratiza-
tion and recent K-pop fever around the globe, it
starts to be recognized as a shrimp that turned into a ©RUB, Marquard

whale. What is puzzling, however, is that it seems to sill struggle between China and
Japan with regard to its identity, resulting in an insecure shrimp inside.

South Korea presents a unique case for ontological security perspectives or identity
perspective in general. lts modern history is full of identity shifts. Before Japanese colo-
nialism in 1910, it was regarded as a subordinate state under Chinese empire. Then
under Japanese colonialism, Korea was branded with colonial identity. During the
Cold War, anti-communism was staged by the state as the core of its identity due to
the Korean War. My assumption is that identity was rather given or forced to South
Korea before its democratization in 1987 either through China, Japan, the U.S. and/or
its own dictators. And it was only after 1987 that as a democracy, there has been a
rise of politics of Korean Identities and Selves, including perceptions of a self-assertive
future. Since democratization there have been offen shifts of governments between
progressives and conservatives, which hold different views on what it means to be Ko-
rean and fowards its neighbouring countries — China andJapan. lts enduring problems
with these relationships will be analysed in this study with a view of the impact of future

perceptions for ontological security and insecurity.



43
Elisobeth RACHSTEIN

Legitimation and the Resilience of Authoritarian
Rule: A Comparative Study of Russia and North

Korea

This dissertation examines how authoritarian regimes
construct narratives to legitimate political authority
and stabilise their rule, and conceptualises legitima-
tion as a discursive process sfructured by temporal
ordering. It argues that legitimation narratives are not
merely a background dimension of political resili-

ence but a central resource of authoritarian power.

Theoretically, the project advances the claim that authoritarian regimes stabilise their
rule by embedding political authority in teleological narratives that fuse past, present,
and future info a single, morally charged trajectory of historical necessity. Through such
narratives, the future is no longer framed as an open horizon of political alternatives
but as a predetermined continuation of a sanctioned past, thereby narrowing the space
of imaginable change. Methodologically, the study employs critical discourse analysis
of state-controlled media and official political communication. A comparative design
is used to analyse North Korea and Russia. These two regimes differ markedly in ide-
ology, institutional structure, and international positioning, yet display striking similarities
in their strategies of legitimation. The analysis focuses on how narratives are mobilised
fo constfruct a circular logic in which past sacrifices legitimise present hardship, while

promised futures retrospectively justify both past and present.

The central finding is that both regimes organise political time as a narrative loop. The
past is invoked to naturalise the present, and the future is portrayed as the inevitable
fulfilment of an already determined historical mission. Authoritarian discourse effectively
"colonises” the future, depriving it of contingency and poliical openness. By framing
political development as preordained, alternative trajectories are rendered inconceiv-
able. By foregrounding narratives of legitimation, this dissertation confributes to re-

search on authoritarian resilience, discursive legitimation, and the politics of time.























































































