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Preface 

It has barely been a year since the last major event of the Research Training Group 

DwY нуоо ά9ŀǎǘ !ǎƛŀƴ CǳǘǳǊŜǎέΣ ǘƘŜ CƛŜƭŘǿƻǊƪ wŜǎǳƭǘǎ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ƻŦ /ƻƘƻǊǘ м ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

Inauguration of Cohort 2 in Herne in October 2025. That event brought together both 

cohorts of our group, as well as the new Qualifying Fellows, for the first time. With 14 

doctoral researchers, five affiliated doctoral researchers, one postdoc and three affil-

iated postdocs, as well as 12 Qualifying Fellows, a total of 35 young scholars are and 

have been participating in the programme.  

Even though only nine months have passed, we can report on several new important 

events and activities that have taken place since then. Networking and cooperation 

workshops were organised in November 2025 at our partner universities and institutes 

in East Asia: Nankai University in Tianjin, East China Normal University in Shanghai, 

National Taiwan Normal University in Taipei, and the German Institute for Japanese 

Studies (DIJ) in Tokyo. These events helped deepen our relationships and cooperative 

profiles. ²Ŝ ƎŀƛƴŜŘ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΩ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ƭŜŀǊƴπ

ƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƴŜǿ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǘƻǇƛŎǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎΣ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ {ǿƛǘȊŜǊƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ŀƛŘ ŀǎǎƛǎπ

tance, state governance of telecommunications networks in Republican China, Eastern 

European influences on porcelain production in Jingdezhen during the early PRC era, 

and the broader subject of technology, globalisation, and societal challenges in Japan 

and Asia. 

Another notable, interactive event the RTG conducted was the Public Outreach Event 

ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘ нлнсΣ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά±ƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ 9ŀǎǘ !ǎƛŀƴ /ƛƴŜƳŀέΦ 5ƻŎǘƻǊŀƭ ǊŜπ

searchers and Qualifying Fellows, organised in four groups, selected one film each 

from China, Japan, South Korea and Taiwan. They investigated plots and backgrounds 

of the films, which they then presented alongside screenings at two locations in Bochum. 

Discussions with the audience followed each screening. Afterwards, the groups wrote 

blog posts on the films reflecting on the relationship between their own everyday text-

based research and cinematic representation of future themes. 
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A particular highlight was the first graduation within our RTG. On April 30, 2026, affil-

iated doctoral researcher Youlim YLa ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅ ŘŜŦŜƴŘŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǘƘŜǎƛǎΣ ά¢ǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 

ŀƴŘ /ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ƻŎƛŀƭ 5ƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻƴ ¦ƴƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ aƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ {ƻǳǘƘ YƻǊŜŀέΣ ǎǳǇŜǊπ

vised by Marion EGGERT and Karen SHIRE. Her research analysed the societal role 

and status of unmarried mothers from the 1960s to the 2010s. In terms of the RTG, Ms. 

YLaΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ Ŧŀƭƭǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƻŦ ά{ŜƭŦ ŀƴŘ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅέΦ Lƴ ŀ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ 

specifically to the future prospects of these formerly marginalised and stigmatised 

women, she demonstrates how societal values have gradually changed since the 

2000s, taking into account demographic issues and state policies. With the lifting of 

the emphasis on paternal household registration and the greater opportunities for 

women to participate in the workforce, earning a living for themselves and their children, 

the future seems to offer more scope for alternative family and childcare models. The 

research was based on literature and journalism, reflecting on the differences and ten-

sions between the two, and used state-of-the-art digital text analysis tools. In view of 

Youlim YLaΩǎ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎΣ ǇƛƻƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ w¢D ƭƻƻƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴ 

to the writing-up phase of Cohort 1 and wishes all its members the very best for the 

finalisation of their doctoral theses. 

While this preface started with an overview of the young researchers involved, there is 

further good news from the group of senior researchers. Sören URBANSKY, Professor 

of Eastern European History at Ruhr University Bochum, joined the group as a partici-

pating researcher in March 2026. With his expertise on Russia as a major power, and 

on individual, often transnational, spheres of action τ a topic of utmost importance to 

all East Asian nations τ URBANSKY brings a valuable fresh perspective to the issues 

addressed by the GRK. 

 

Bochum and Duisburg in May 2026 

The RTG Speaker and Co-Speaker 

Christine MOLL-MURATA and Markus TAUBE  
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Project outline 

Short synopses in English, Chinese, Korean, and Japanese may be found below. 

Introduction 

¢ƘŜ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ DǊƻǳǇ DwY нуоо ά9ŀǎǘ !ǎƛŀƴ CǳǘǳǊŜǎΥ ±ƛǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ wŜŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ 

ƻƴ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭΣ ¢ǊŀƴǎǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ Dƭƻōŀƭ {ŎŀƭŜǎέ ό9!CύΣ ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ tǊƻŦΦ 5ǊΦ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛƴŜ 

MOLL-MURATA and Prof. Dr. Markus TAUBE, aims to train doctoral researchers about 

conceptions relating to the future in East Asia. It is based at the Faculty of East Asian 

Studies of Ruhr University Bochum and at the Institute of East Asian Studies of the 

University of Duisburg-Essen, at the two big research centres for East Asian Studies in 

North-Rhine Westphalia in Germany, joined together in the research initiative Alliance 

for Research on East Asia (AREA) Ruhr. 

The programme develops and applies an analytical model of conceptions of the future, 

complementing research in the humanities (history, linguistics, philology, religious stud-

ies) with research in the social sciences (economics, political science, sociology). 

Doctoral dissertations in this Research Training Group study and explain how projec-

tions and conceptions of the future have emerged, on what premises they are based, 

and how they have been and continue to be applied to the paradigmatic fields of (1) 

language, religion, and ideology, (2) self and society, (3) resources and technology, 

and (4) sovereignty and governance. 

Research focuses on the period between 1850 and the present, with recourse to earlier 

intellectual heritage where necessary. The analyses include projections of the future by 

East Asian states and polities (China, Japan, Korea, and Taiwan) in relation to each 

other, to Europe, and the world. 

The programme opens up a new field of research in East Asian area studies, combining 

a macro-regional perspective with a focus on the modern and contemporary periods. 

The support of the German Research Foundation DFG is gratefully acknowledged. 
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Research 

Core Research Idea and Main Topic 

The Research Training GǊƻǳǇ DwY нуоо ά9ŀǎǘ !ǎƛŀƴ CǳǘǳǊŜǎέ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅΣ ŀƴŀƭπ

ysis, and explanation of the conceptions of future in East Asia. 

Taking a chronological view, East Asia has experienced epistemological change 

through confrontation with Western ideas and political, economic, and military domi-

nance of the West since the mid-nineteenth century. The period before these interac-

tions can be designated as tradition, or heritage. 

The period between 1850 and 1950 constitutes an era of transformation, during 

which the ideational, political, and economic foundations for global interconnections 

evolved. 

After 1950, new regimes, political systems and ideologies used projections of the future 

in ways previously unheard of. This tendency of realization ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ 

of China, Japan, North and South Korea, and Taiwan coalesce with and compete 

against each other due to ideological opposition during the Cold War and also 

against the backdrop of global threats. 

Yet with intensifying globalization and the rise of the East Asian economies, a new 

phase began in the 1980s. This period has lasted until today, even if in view of the 

recent crises some voices predict the end of this macro-trend. 

Geographically, the East Asian perspective taken by our group includes the two large 

polities China and Japan, with Korea and Taiwan constituting smaller entities with co-

lonial pasts. We will reflect on the projections of the future within East Asian states and 

polities, and in relation to each other, Europe, and the world. 

The innovative potential of the programme lies in the application of an analytical model 

of approaches to the conceptions of future as a tool that connects the group across the 

humanities and the social sciences. In all these fields conceptualizations of the future lie 

at the core of legitimation and self-assertion, from the level of the individual to supra-

state entities. 
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Thematic Areas and Typology of Approaches to the Future 

The project covers four thematic areas. Starting out from the perspective of the future 

as a term and notion, our group identified Language, Religion, and Ideology, Self 

and Society, Resources and Technology and Sovereignty and Governance as the 

fields most relevant for future themes. 

The project applies a typology that was inspired by a model for conceptualizations of 

the future developed by the contemporary historians GRAF and HERZOG (2016) 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ŀŘŀǇǘŜŘ ǘƻ Ŧƛǘ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘ !ǎƛŀƴ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘΦ DǊŀŦ ŀƴŘ IŜǊȊƻƎΩǎ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƴŀƭπ

ysis include the following modes: 

¢ƘŜ άŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŜǾƛǘŀōƭŜέ ƻǊ future of expectation appears in the form of 

religious, philosophical, and ideological outlines, prognoses, and instructions. In pre-

twentieth century East Asia, this pertains especially to Confucian and Buddhist thought. 

The expectation of modernisation according to the Euro-American model emerged in 

the second half of the nineteenth century. In the twentieth century, socialist concepts 

based on the premise of an inexorable course of history also belong in this category, 

Thematic areas of the project 
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as do responses to globalization that emphasize continuities in East Asian divergences 

from (neo-)liberal market transformations. 

The mode future of planning refers to an active attitude towards future concerns, re-

alized or to be realized in politics, economics, science, and technology. In East Asia, 

the fields in which conceptions of the future of this type occur are phases of socialist 

planned economies, but ŀƭǎƻ WŀǇŀƴΩǎ Ŏƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ муфр ŀƴŘ мфпрΣ ŀƴŘ 

ǘƘŜǊŜŀŦǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ΨŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǎǘŀǘŜΩ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΦ Lǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜƭŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ 

modern state-business connections that combine top-down planning with bottom-up 

market structures. An example of this mode of planning is to be found in urbanism, 

where urban planning is often based on utopian concepts of society and technology. 

The dystopian future of risk relates to the experience of cataclysms, especially of tech-

nological warfare. This type of approach to the future aims to cope with the unexpected 

and guard against the dangerous and undesired by means of scenarios. During the 

ŜƴŎǊƻŀŎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ǎƻǾereignty in the first half of the twentieth century, warfare 

in WWII and the Korean War, the nuclear threat and system competition in the Cold 

War, and unresolved issues of unification or independence until now, the awareness 

of risk and a potentially disastrous future has been and is present. 

The future of preservation represents the notion that natural resources may not be 

ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ǳƴƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǉǳŀƴǘƛǘƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ Ƴŀȅ Ŧŀƭƭ ƛƴǘƻ ƻōƭƛǾƛƻƴΦ άCǳǘǳǊŜ 

ƻŦ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴέ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛǊŀōƭŜΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ 

environmental deterioration might be irreversible, and especially with respect to secur-

ing both the ecosphere and cultural heritage in the interest of intergenerational justice. 

This projection of the future is also relevant for imagining social protection in the face 

of economic globalization, and for addressing the challenges posed by demographic 

changes that threaten reproduction in the populations of East Asia. 

Didactic Goals 

Doctoral researchers will acquire a qualification in East Asian regional studies and in 

one of the disciplines in the humanities (history, philology, linguistics, religious studies) 

or the social sciences (sociology, political science, economics) included in the pro-

gramme, with an emphasis on advanced theories and methodologies. 
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The central aim of the qualification programme is to develop the specific profile of 

language- and discipline-based area studies research. This concept is operationalized 

through the establishment of a specific course programme and methodological training 

at the RUB, UDE and other institutions in Germany and East Asia. Career development 

measures complete the programme, to ensure that graduates are well prepared for 

entering international research careers. 

The curriculum of the doctoral research programme is designed to run for four years. 

During their first year, participants will take classes on theories and methods, where they 

will receive coaching for their specific topics early on. The second year mainly consists 

of a period of fieldwork (6ς12 months) and/or archival/library research. In the third 

year, the doctoral researchers will analyse and present the first results of their field and 

archival or library work to a larger academic audience apart from their colleagues 

and supervisors in the Research Training Group. The final year will focus on the write-

up of their dissertations and preparation for career development. 

Postdoctoral researchers engage in a similarly structured programme that spans over 

5 years and incorporates two short-term fieldwork phases. They also conduct peer 

teaching of the doctoral researchers, organise joint events with the doctoral researchers, 

and are offered opportunities to present their research at RUB and UDE events as well 

as those organised by the Research Training Group itself.  

Work phases and milestones of the doctoral research programme 
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Synopsis in English 

Research Training Group (RTG) East Asian Futures:  

Visions and Realizations on National, Transregional and Global Scales 

¢ƘŜ w¢D ά9ŀǎǘ !ǎƛŀƴ CǳǘǳǊŜǎέ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŘƻŎǘƻǊŀƭ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎ 

about the future in East Asia. It is based at the Faculty of East Asian Studies of the Ruhr 

University Bochum and at the Institute of East Asian Studies of the University of Duisburg-

Essen. These are two big research centres for East Asian Studies in Germany, joined 

together in the Alliance for Research on East Asia (AREA) Ruhr. 

The RTG was launched in October 2023 and to date includes nine doctoral research-

ers, four postdocs, and four qualifying M.A. students. The programme is funded by the 

German Research Foundation (DFG). 

Core research ideas 

The programme develops and applies an analytical model of conceptions of the future, 

complementing research in the humanities with research in the social sciences. 

Doctoral dissertations study and explain how projections and conceptions of the future 

have emerged, on what premises they are based, and how they have been and con-

tinue to be applied to four paradigmatic fields. 

The time focus is on the period between 1850 and the present, with recourse to earlier 

intellectual heritage. The analyses include projections of the future by the East Asian 

states and polities, China, Japan, Korea, and Taiwan, in relation to each other, to Eu-

rope, and the world.  

Didactic goals 

5ƻŎǘƻǊŀƭ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ w¢D ά9ŀǎǘ !ǎƛŀƴ CǳǘǳǊŜǎέ ǿƛƭƭ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜ ŀ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 9ŀǎǘ 

Asian regional studies and in one of the disciplines in the humanities (history, philology, 

linguistics, religious studies) or the social sciences (sociology, political science, eco-

nomics) included in the programme, with an emphasis on advanced theories and meth-

odologies. 
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The central aim of the qualification programme is to develop the specific profile of 

language- and discipline-based area studies research. This concept is operationalized 

through the establishment of a specific course programme and methodological training 

at the RUB, UDE and other institutions in Germany and East Asia. Career development 

measures complete the programme, to ensure that graduates are well prepared for 

entering international research careers. 

Curriculum 

Year 1: classes on theories and methods coach graduate researchers for their spe-

cific topics early on 

Year 2: fieldwork and/or archival/library research 

Year 3: analysis and presentation of the first results of fieldwork and archival/library 

research to a larger academic audience  

Year 4: write-up and preparation for career development 

A series of milestones, at which doctoral researchers complete specific steps toward 

the completion of their dissertation, is set up to ensure timely work procedures. 
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Synopsis in Chinese 
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Synopsis in Korean 
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Synopsis in Japanese 
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Project activities 

In October 2025, the second cohort of doctoral researchers, with seven fully-funded 

ŀƴŘ ǘǿƻ ŀŦŦƛƭƛŀǘŜŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ŜƴǊƻƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ w¢DΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƻƪ ǳǇ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊƪ 

at the University of Duisburg-Essen and Ruhr University Bochum. The annual event on 

October 8ς10, titled άCƛŜƭŘǿƻǊƪ wŜǎǳƭǘǎ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ŀƴŘ LƴŀǳƎǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ƻƘƻǊǘ LLέ, 

served the dual purpose of introducing the new members and their prospective re-

search to the group, and of showcasing the results of the fieldwork the first cohort and 

ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎǘŘƻŎǘƻǊŀƭ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ȅŜŀǊΦ ¢ŀƪƛƴƎ 

place at the LWL Archaeological Museum in Herne, Germany, about 60 participants, 

including faculty members, Mercator Fellows, and guests, engaged in lively discussions 

on the diverse topics covered by the research group. 

! ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ w¢DΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ 

researchers abroad presented itself in the workshop series in East Asia conducted by 

the RTG in November 2025, in which members of the group visited partner institutions 

Participants of the Fieldwork Results Workshop, Oct 8, 2025 © RUB, Wiemann 
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in Tianjin, Shanghai, Taipei, and Tokyo. On November 3, RTG members participated 

in a joint workshop with the Department of Economics at Nankai University in Tianjin, 

followed by a visit to the Zhou Enlai School of Government. The second workshop was 

held ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘ /Ƙƛƴŀ bƻǊƳŀƭ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ aƛƴƘŀƴƎ /ŀƳǇǳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘǎƪƛǊǘǎ ƻŦ {ƘŀƴƎπ

hai on November 5. The RTG was hosted by Prof. Xiaocai FENG and had the oppor-

tunity to both engage with his graduate students and observe his classes. The Taiwan 

workshop at the History Department of National Taiwan Normal University in Taipei 

on November 10 was conducted by RTG Mercator Fellow Professor Lin-Chun WU, 

wƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇΩǎ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜΦ CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ 

of the series took place at the Deutsches Institut für Japanstudien (DIJ) in Tokyo on No-

vember 13. This event was hosted by Dr. Nicole M. MÜLLER, who facilitated the dis-

Ŏǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜΩǎ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΣ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ 

her colleagues and guests. Taken together, these workshops revealed how concepts 

of the future are shaped by specific historical trajectories, cultural contexts, and present-

day social and political concerns. They also demonstrated the value of sustained aca-

demic exchange.  

Workshops at Nankai University (top left), ECNU (top right), NTNU (bottom left),  

and the DIJ (bottom right) © RUB, Moll-Murata / NTNU, Wu / DIJ, Müller 
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On December 4, the RTG hosted its annual Equal Opportunity Event, which this year 

took place online and featured Associate Professor Dr. Hongwei BAO (University of 

bƻǘǘƛƴƎƘŀƳύΣ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊƛƴƎ ŀ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά5ŜŎƻƭƻƴƛǎƛƴƎ 5ǊŀƎΥ ²ƘŜƴ 9ŀǎǘ 

!ǎƛŀƴ !Ǌǘƛǎǘǎ tŜǊŦƻǊƳ 5ǊŀƎέΦ CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ 5ǊΦ .!hΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀnts engaged in 

lively dialogue, reflecting on the gendered, sexual, racial, and political dimensions of 

drag, both historically and in contemporary diasporic settings. 

With doctoral researchers of the first cohort entering their second half of the RTG pro-

gramme, Mercator Fellow Prof. Hyung-Gu LYNN, PhD, held an online publishing 

workshop for the first cohort of the Research Training Group on December 8. Drawing 

on his extensive experience as an academic editor of more than sixteen years, Prof. 

LYNN offered valuable insights into the publication process, tailored to the diverse 

disciplinary backgrounds of the participants. The workshop addressed both challenges 

and opportunities in academic publishing and fostered a stimulating dialogue with the 

group. 

In an effort to engage with the general public and communicate key research aspects 

of the Research Training Group to a non-scientific audience, the RTG conducted a 

public outreach event, titled ά±ƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ 9ŀǎǘ !ǎƛŀƴ /ƛƴŜƳŀέ in March 

2026, screening four movies from China, Japan, South Korea, and Taiwan at two cin-

ema locations in Bochum. The screenings explored cinematic visions of the future, with 

the selected films engaging with questions of technology, society, apocalypse, 

memory, and imagination. Each screening was introduced and contextualised by the 

doctoral researchers and Qualifying Fellows, followed by a discussion with the audi-

ence. On March 5, the RTG screened the Japanese anime film Metropolis (2001) and 

the Taiwanese genre-bending comedy Marry My Dead Body (2022) in cooperation 

with the Studienkreis Film (SKF) at Ruhr University Bochum. On March 18, the South 

Korean science fiction anthology Doomsday Book (2012) and the Chinese sci-fi com-

edy Moon Man (2022) were presented. This second event was organised in coop-

eration with the local cinema Endstation Kino. Afterwards, the presenting researchers 

and fellows wrote up extensive articles on their respective movies, analysing and con-

textualising approaches to and visions of the future displayed therein, which were pub-

ƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ w¢DΩǎ ƘƻƳŜǇŀƎŜΦ 
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Public outreach event poster #1 © RUB, Wiemann 
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Public outreach event poster #2 © RUB, Wiemann 



25 

The first graduate of the w¢DΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΣ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǿƻǊƪ ǎƻƻƴ ƘŜǊŜŀŦǘŜǊΥ On April 

30, 2026, Youlim KIM, affiliated researcher with the RTG, successfully defended her 

doctoral thesis at the Faculty of East Asian Studies of Ruhr University Bochum. Following 

ŀ ōǊƛŜŦ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ǘƘŜǎƛǎΣ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά¢ǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ /ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ƻŎƛŀƭ 5ƛǎπ

ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻƴ ¦ƴƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ aƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ {ƻǳǘƘ YƻǊŜŀέΣ Ms. KIM faced the questions of the 

doctoral committee, consisting of her advisors, Prof. Dr. Marion EGGERT and Prof. Ka-

ren SHIRE Ph.D., as well as several other members of the faculty, among them Prof. Dr. 

Christine MOLL-MURATA and Prof. Dr. Katja SCHMIDTPOTT. After her successful de-

fense, KIM celebrated with her advisors, fellow doctoral researchers and friends on 

ǘƘŜ w¦. ŎŀƳǇǳǎ ǳƴŘ ǿŀǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ƘŜǊ ŘƻŎǘƻǊŀƭ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǳƭǘȅΩǎ 5ŜŀƴΩǎ 

office. The Research Training Group warmly congratulates Youlim KIM for her accom-

plishment and wishes her all the best for the upcoming publication of her thesis. 

Following its success in the previous years, the Research Training Group again hosted 

its online colloquium series for a general academic audience, where external re-

searchers are invited to hold lectures on their respective fields of research that pertain 

Ms. KIM receiving her certificate, together with RTG Speaker Prof. MOLL-MURATA © RUB, Leonow 
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to East Asian conceptions of future. Since the series started in November 2023, the 

RTG was able to invite 18 scholars to present their research from diverse scientific back-

grounds. During the winter term of 2025/26, the colloquium series featured online 

lectures by Prof. Aaron William MOORE (University of Edinburgh), Prof. Dr. Birgit 

HOPFENER (Carleton University) and Dr. Rolf SCHEUERMANN (Heidelberg Uni- 

versity). In the ongoing summer term of 2026, Dr. Sinan CHU (German Institute for 

Global and Area Studies) and Prof. Dr. Jens BECKERT (Max Planck Institute for the 

Study of Societies) were already hosted, with Prof. BECKERT conducting an in-person 

colloquium session at the Duisburg campus of the University of Duisburg-Essen. In June, 

Prof. Dr. Lisa SUCKERT (University of Antwerp), who the RTG was already able to win 

over for a talk at its inauguration event in 2023, will return with a colloquium session, 

and in July 2026, Prof. Dr. Sandra MA, supervisor of former Qualifying Fellow Estella 

Dw99bΩǎ ŘƻŎǘƻǊŀƭ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ƛǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜǊƛŜǎΦ   
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Publications 

Listed in this overview are publications by members of the Research Training Group 

DwY нуоо ά9ŀǎǘ !ǎƛŀƴ CǳǘǳǊŜǎέ ǇŜǊǘƛƴŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛƴǘƻ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ 

the future in East Asia. 

2024 

¶ Minkyun PARK, Guk-Bo SIM. άTheoretical and Empirical Examination of the 

Peacebuilding Potential of Pati-Agentέ ώƛƴ YƻǊŜŀƴ], in: Critical Sociology Associa-

tion of Korea Conference Proceedings 8, 2024, pp. 34ς38. 

¶ Christian SCHWERMANNΦ ά¢ƘŜ LŘŜƻƭƻƎȅ ƻŦ /Ƙŀƻ /ǳƻέΣ ƛƴΥ ¸ǳǊƛ tLb9{ όŜŘΦύΣ 

5ŀƻ /ƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴ ǘƻ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ Ŧŀ ¢ǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴΥ ¢ƘŜ tƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅ ƻŦ DƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜ ōȅ LƳǇŀǊπ

tial Standards (Dao Companions to Chinese Philosophy 19). Cham: Springer 2024, 

pp. 181ς198.  

¶ Christian SCHWERMANNΦ άhƘƴŜ ²ŀƎŜƴōǊǳŎƘ ƪŜƛƴ {ŎƘƛŦŦōǊǳŎƘΥ ½ǳǊ ƳǀƎƭƛŎƘŜƴ 

!ŘŀǇǘƛƻƴ ŜƛƴŜǊ 5ŀǎŜƛƴǎƳŜǘŀǇƘŜǊ ƛƴ ŘŜǊ ŎƘƛƴŜǎƛǎŎƘŜƴ [ƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊέΣ ƛƴΥ aŀƴǳŜƭ .!¦aπ

BACH & Yasmin TEMELLI (eds.), Schiffbruch: Von Untergängen und Neuanfängen. 

Stuttgart: Franz Steiner 2024, pp. 225ς242.  

¶ Christian SCHWERMANNΦ άΨ{ǘŀǘŜ Lǎ tƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ LŦ Lǘǎ tŜƻǇƭŜ !ǊŜ .ŜƛƴƎ tǳǘ ǘƻ ώDƻƻŘϐ 

¦ǎŜΩΥ ¢ƘŜ LƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ IǳƳŀƴ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ !ƴŎƛŜƴǘ /ƘƛƴŀέΣ ƛƴΥ Journal 

of Global Slavery 9, 2024, pp. 166ς198. 

¶ Nora WÖLFINGΦ ά²ŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ {ǳǊŦŀŎŜ ƛƴ ΨǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅΩέΣ ƛƴΥ ArtAsiaPacific 

(online), May 21, 2024. 

¶ Nora WÖLFINGΦ άwŀŎƘŜƭ ¸ƻǳƴΩǎ ΨtƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ /ƛǊŎǳƛǘΩέΣ ƛƴΥ ArtAsiaPacific (online), Oct 

24, 2024. 

¶ Nora WÖLFINGΦ ά±ƻƴ ŘŜǊ .Ǌǳǎǘ ȊǳǊ [ŜƛƴǿŀƴŘέΣ ƛƴΥ Science Notes (online), Dec 

19, 2024. 
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2025 

¶ Aya HINOΦ ά9ǇƛǎǘŜƳƛŎ ό5ƛǎύhōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜΥ ΨWŀǇŀƴŜǎŜΩ ¢ƘŜƻǊȅΣ {ǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŀƭ LƴŜǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ 

and Kokusai NihongakuΦέ LƴΥ Asiatische Studien ς Études Asiatiques 79(2), 2025, 

pp. 329ς366. DOI: 10.1515/asia-2025-0001. 

¶ Nora WÖLFINGΦ ά¢ƘŜ ¸ƻǳƴƎ .ƻŘȅ ¢ŀƭƪǎ .ŀŎƪτHealing, Agency, and Commu-

ƴƛǘȅ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !Ǌǘ ƻŦ /ƘŀǊƳŀƛƴŜ tƻƘέΣ ƛƴΥ Yishu Journal of Contemporary Chi-

nese Art 22, 2025, pp. 22ς35. 

2026 

¶ Konrad BÖHM, Charlotte DIRKS, Arne Moritz MEYER, Xiaoyu XIONG, 

Buyun GONG, Philip MEI, Liliia PEICHEVA, Anna-Maria RAU, Martyna 

SZOJAΦ ά{ǿƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŀ {ǘǊƛƪƛƴƎ IŀƳƳŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘέΣ ƛƴΥ East Asian 

Futures (online), May 20, 2026. 

¶ Pao-wen HUANG, Ming-Feng WU, Lea WALLRAFFΦ άtŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƛǿŀƴŜǎŜ ŦƛƭƳ ΨaŀǊǊȅ Ƴȅ 5ŜŀŘ .ƻŘȅΩέΣ ƛƴΥ East Asian Futures (online), May 

20, 2026.  

¶ Hirotaka KOBAYASHI, Denise MUMANN, Lara SEEGERΦ ά²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

CǳǘǳǊŜΗ ! wŜǘǊƻǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ άaŜǘǊƻǇƻƭƛǎέ ±ƛŜǿƛƴƎ 9ǾŜƴǘέΣ ƛƴΥ East Asian Futures 

(online), May 20, 2026.  

¶ Aman VERMA, Eetu LAUSTELA, Minkyun PARK, Seoyeon HAN, Youlim KIM. 

άhƴ 5ƻƻƳǎŘŀȅ .ƻƻƪ όLƭƭȅǳ ƳȅŜƻƭƳŀƴƎ ōƻƎƻǎŜƻΣ нлмнύέΣ ƛƴΥ East Asian Futures 

(online), May 20, 2026.  

¶ Gug Bo SIM and Minkyun PARKΦ άtŀǘƛ-Agent: Rethinking the Suffered Being in 

!ǇƻŎŀƭȅǇǎŜǎέΣ ƛƴΥ {ŀƳŀƴǘƘŀ D!a9½ ϧ Wǳƭƛŀ t![aL!bh C959w9w όŜŘǎΦύΣ Apo-

calyptic Imaginaries and the Future of Peace: Decolonial and Critical Approaches. 

Berlin: Springer 2026, pp. 81ς103.  

¶ Richard J. COOK, Igor SEVENARD ŀƴŘ aŀǘŜǳǎ .L[I!wΦ ά¢ƘŜ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƛƴπ

ǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΥ ¦ǎƛƴƎ ŦƛƭƳ ŀǎ ǇŜŘŀƎƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǎŎŀŦŦƻƭŘƛƴƎέΣ ƛƴΥ Politics 0(0), 2026, 

pp. 1ς19. DOI: 10.1177/026339572614464.  

¶ Igor SEVENARDΦ ά5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ !ǊǘƛŦƛŎƛŀƭ LƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴŎŜ ό!Lύ ƻǊ 5ƛƎƛǘŀƭ !ǳǘƘƻǊπ

ƛǘŀǊƛŀƴƛǎƳΚ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ [ŀǊƎŜ [ŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ aƻŘŜƭ ό[[aύ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ǘƻ 
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²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ !L 5ƻƳƛƴŀƴŎŜέΣ ƛƴΥ Journal of Current Chinese Affairs, 2026, pp. 1ς24. 

DOI: 10.1177/18681026261434029.  

¶ Igor SEVENARDΣ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ WΦ /hhY ŀƴŘ aŀǘŜǳǎ .L[I!wΦ ά{ǇŀŎŜ wŀŎŜ нΦлΥ ¢ƘŜ 

/ƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ {ȅǎǘŜƳ ƻŦ {ǇŀŎŜέΣ ƛƴΥ The Diplomat (online), 

Feb 16, 2026.  

¶ Igor SEVENARDΦ άaǳǘǳŀƭ bƻǊƳ {ƻŎƛŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ YƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ-Security Re-

strictions in Sino-DŜǊƳŀƴ !ŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ /ƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴέΣ ƛƴΥ Asian Review of Political 

Economy 5(1), 2026, pp. 1ς22. DOI: 10.1007/s44216-026-00072-0. 
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Individual activities  

This section includes activities conducted by doctoral and postdoctoral researchers, 

sorted alphabetically, since the previous issue of the Activity Report in late 2025. A full 

ƻǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ w¢DΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ 

Konrad BÖHM (Doctoral Researcher) 

Funded Excursions 

¶ 9/tw aŜǘƘƻŘǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ άtƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ 9ǘƘƴƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΥ aŜǘƘƻŘΣ {ŜƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅΣ ²ǊƛǘƛƴƎέΣ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΣ 

organized by the European Consortium for Political Research, Feb 16ς20, 2026. 

Buyun GONG (Doctoral Researcher) 

Presentations 

¶ ά·ƛƴǿŜƴƘǳŀȅǳƴŘƻƴƎ ǎƘƛǉƛ ŘŜ Ǝǳŀƴƭƛ ȄƛŀƴŘŀƛȄƛƴƎΥ Iƻǳ ȊƛōŜƴȊƘǳȅƛ ǿŜƛƭŀƛ ȅǳ 

ƭŀƻŘƻƴƎ ǿǳǘǳƻōŀƴƎέ ώaŀƴŀƎŜǊƛŀƭ aƻŘŜǊƴƛǘȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ /ǳƭǘǳǊŜ aƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΥ 

A Post-/ŀǇƛǘŀƭƛǎǘ CǳǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¦ǘƻǇƛŀ ƻŦ [ŀōƻǊϐΦ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ά9ŀǎǘ !ǎƛŀƴ CǳǘǳǊŜǎέΣ 

East China Normal University, Shanghai, China, Nov 5, 2026. 

¶ ά¢ŀȅƭƻǊƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ of the Government: The Chinese Administrative Efficiency Movement 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфолǎέΦ нлнс .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ά/ƻ-/ǊŜŀǘƛƻƴέΣ ¢ƘŜ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ Iƛǎπ

tory Conference (BHC), Imperial College London, UK, Mar 28, 2026. 

Funded Excursions 

¶ XXXVI. DVCS Annual Conference άSelbstbilder ς Fremdbilderέ, Hamburg Univer-

sity, Germany, Nov 21ς23, 2025. 

Dr. Aya HINO (Postdoctoral Researcher) 

Fellowships and Research Stays 

¶ AprςJun 2026. Visiting Fellowship, Faculty of Arts, Catholic University of Leuven, 

Belgium.  

¶ SepςOct 2024. Fieldwork in Japan, German Institute for Japanese Studies (DIJ), 

Tokyo, Japan.  
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Guest Lectures 

¶ άΨbŀǊǊŀǘƛƴƎ WŀǇŀƴ ŀǎ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜΚΩ Yƻƪǳǎŀƛ bƛƘƻƴƎŀƪǳ ŀƴŘ /ŀǘŜπ

ƎƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ YƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜέΦ {ŀǘǎǳƳŀ /ƘŀƛǊ DǳŜǎǘ [ŜŎǘǳǊŜΣ CŀŎǳƭǘȅ ƻŦ !ǊǘǎΣ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ¦ƴƛπ

versity of Leuven, Belgium, Apr 30, 2025.  

¶ ά! ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜƳƻǳƭŘǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΥ !ƴ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ƻŦ Ǉŀǎǘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜǎ ƛƴ 9ŀǎǘ 

!ǎƛŀέΦ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ !ǎƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ bƻǊǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎΣ /ŀΩ CƻǎŎŀǊƛ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ ±Ŝƴπ

ice, Italy, Oct 7, 2025. 

¶ ά9ǇƛǎǘŜƳƛŎ 9ƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊǎέΦ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ /ƻƭƭƻǉǳƛǳƳΣ CŀŎǳƭǘȅ ƻŦ !ǊǘǎΣ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ¦ƴƛπ

versity of Leuven, Belgium, May 5, 2026. 

¶ άLŘŜƻƭƻƎȅΣ ¦ǘƻǇƛŀΣ ŀƴŘ /ƘǊƻƴƻǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ 9ƳǇƛǊŜέΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ .! /ƻǳǊǎŜ 

ά/ƭƻǎŜ wŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ /ǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ bŜǿ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛƴ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎΣέ 

Faculty of Arts, Catholic University of Leuven, Belgium, May 7, 2026. 

Conferences and Workshops 

¶ tŀƴŜƭ /ƘŀƛǊ ŦƻǊ ά/ȅōŜǊŎǊƛƳŜ ƛƴ ŀ 5ƛƎƛǘŀƭƛȊŜŘ WŀǇŀƴΥ wƛǎƪǎΣ wŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ LƳǇƭƛŎŀπ

ǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜέΦ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎ ό.!W{ύ нлнр ς 50th 

Anniversary Conference, Cardiff University, United Kingdom, Sep 4, 2025. 

¶ ά!ƴ LƳŀƎƛƴŜŘ CǳǘǳǊŜΣ 5ƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊƛƴƎ CǳǘǳǊŜǎΦέ CƛŜƭŘǿƻǊƪ wŜǎǳƭǘ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇΣ DwY 

нуоо ά9ŀǎǘ !ǎƛŀƴ CǳǘǳǊŜǎέΣ IŜǊƴŜΣ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΣ hŎǘ фΣ нлнрΦ 

¶ ά/ƘǊƻƴǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎΣ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭƛǘƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ CǳǘǳǊŜ LƳŀƎƛƴŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ 9ƳǇƛǊŜΦέ DŜǊπ

man Association for Social Science Research on Japan (VSJF) Annual Conference, 

Fachgruppe Geschichte, Vienna, Austria, Nov 7, 2025. 

¶ ά¢ƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ¦ǘƻǇƛŀΥ ! /ŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ 9ƳǇƛǊŜΦέ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ά9ŀǎǘ !ǎƛŀƴ 

CǳǘǳǊŜǎέΣ DŜǊƳŀƴ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ŦƻǊ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎ ό5LWύΣ ¢ƻƪȅƻΣ WŀǇŀƴΣ bƻǾ моΣ нлнрΦ 

Pao-wen HUANG (Doctoral Researcher) 

Presentations 

¶ ά¢ŀƛǿŀƴΩǎ ¢ŀǊƛŦŦ tƻƭƛŎȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфрлǎΥ CǳǘǳǊŜ wƛǎƪ ŀƴŘ ¦ƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ D!¢¢ ²ƛǘƘπ

ŘǊŀǿŀƭέΦ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ άΨ5ƻƴƎȅŀκǿŜƛƭŀƛΩ ȅŀƴƭƛǳΦ .ƻǎƘƛǎƘŜƴƎ ȄǳŜǎƘǳ Ƨƛŀƻƭƛǳ ƭǳƴǘŀƴέ 

[Graduate Student Forum on East Asia and Futures Studies], National Taiwan Nor-

mal University, Taipei, Taiwan, Nov 10, 2025. 
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¶ ά¢ƘŜ ¢ŀƛǿŀƴ /ǳǎǘƻƳǎ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ {ƘƛŦǘƛƴƎ ¢ŀǊƛŦŦ tƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ƛƴ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ /ƻƭƻπ

nial Rule (1895ςмфлфύέΦ !!{ !ƴƴǳŀƭ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ нлнс !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ !ǎƛŀƴ {ǘǳŘπ

ies, Vancouver, Canada, Mar 13, 2026. 

¶ ά¢ŀǊƛŦŦ wŜŦƻǊƳ ¦ƴŘŜǊ aŀǊǘƛŀƭ [ŀǿΥ ¢ŀƛǿŀƴΩǎ ¢ǊŀŘŜ tƻƭƛŎȅ ŀƴŘ ±ƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜέΦ 

¢ƘŜ ноǊŘ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ¢ŀƛǿŀƴ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎ ά9ŎƘƻŜǎ ƻŦ 

!ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΥ CƻǊǘȅ ¸ŜŀǊǎ ƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 9ǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƛŦǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ aŀǊǘƛŀƭ [ŀǿέΣ tƻǊǘǎƳƻǳǘƘΣ ¦YΣ 

Apr 1, 2026. 

Funded Excursions 

¶ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ά¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎέΣ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŀπ

tional Economic History Association, Lund University, Sweden, Jul 28 ς Aug 1, 

2025. 

Youlim KIM (Aff. Doctoral Researcher) 

Presentations 

¶ άCǊŀƳƛƴƎ ǳƴƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƳƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ YƻǊŜŀΥ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ {ƻŎƛŀƭ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 

ŦƛŜƭŘ ǘǊŀƴǎƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ƳŜŘƛŀ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜέΦ ¢ƘŜ муǘƘ YȅǳƧŀƴƎƎŀƪ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

Symposium on Korean Studies, Seoul National University, South Korea, Nov 6ς8, 

2025. 

¶ άCǊŀƳƛƴƎ {ƘƛŦǘǎ ƛƴ !ōƻǊǘƛƻƴ 5ƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜΥ bŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ YƻǊŜŀƴ 

DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŀōƻǊǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƳƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘƛƻƴέΦ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ά9ŀǎǘ !ǎƛŀƴ Cǳπ

ǘǳǊŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 5LW ¢ƻƪȅƻέΣ DŜǊƳŀƴ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ŦƻǊ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎΣ ¢ƻƪȅƻΣ WŀǇŀƴΣ bƻǾ 

13, 2025. 

¶ ά[ƛǘŜǊŀǊȅ wŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ 5ƛǎŎǳǊǎƛǾŜ wŜǎƻƴŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ¦ƴƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ aƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ {ƻǳǘƘ 

Korea, 1960-нлмлǎέΦ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ άtƻǊǘǊŀȅŀƭǎ ƻŦ ƳƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ YƻǊŜŀƴ ŀƴŘ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ 

ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜΥ CǊƻƳ ǇǊŜƳƻŘŜǊƴ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅέ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ōȅ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ ²![[Σ {ƘƛƘƻ 

TAKAI and Youlim KIM, University of Kopenhagen, Denmark, Feb 25ς26, 2026. 

Media Appearances 

¶ bŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿΣ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ !ƴƴŀ w¦I[!b5Υ άaŅƴƴŜǊΚ bŜŜΣ ƭŀǎǎ 

ƳŀƭΗέΣ ƛƴΥ fluter. (online), Apr 28, 2025. 
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Eetu LAUSTELA (Doctoral Researcher) 

Presentations 

¶ ά/ƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ bƻǊǘƘ YƻǊŜŀƴ 5ŜǇƛŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ{ƻŎƛŀƭƛǎǘ /ƛǾƛƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩ 

5ƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜέΦ ¢ƘŜ мсǘƘ L{Y{ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ YƻǊŜŀƴ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎΥ ! aǳƭǘƛǇƻƭŀǊ 

World and Korean Studies, International Society for Korean Studies (ISKS), Na-

tional University of Mongolia, Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Aug 18ς20, 2025. 

¶ άCǳǘǳǊŜǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ {ƻŎƛŀƭƛǎƳΥ bƻǊǘƘ YƻǊŜŀƴ ±ƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ Ψ{ƻŎƛŀƭƛǎǘ /ƛǾƛƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ YƛƳ 

Jong-ǳƴ 9ǊŀέΦ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ά9ŀǎǘ !ǎƛŀƴ CǳǘǳǊŜǎέΣ bŀƴƪŀƛ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ ¢ƛŀƴƧƛƴΣ /ƘƛƴŀΣ 

Nov 3, 2025. 

¶ ά{ǘŀǘŜ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ нмǎǘ /ŜƴǘǳǊȅΥ !ŘŀǇǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ CǳǘǳǊŜ ±ƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ bƻǊǘƘ YƻǊŜŀΩǎ 

Five-Year Plans 2016ςнлнсέΦ ¢ƘŜ фǘƘ !ƴƴǳŀƭ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŀƭ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ 

Korean Studies Network in Europe (SoKEN), University of Turku, Finland, Apr 10, 

2026. 

Arne Moritz MEYER (Doctoral Researcher) 

Presentations 

¶ ά¢ƘŜ Lƭƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ DǊŜŀǘ tƻǿŜǊ /ƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΚ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ tƻǎǘ-Colonial Socialist Identity 

and Outer Space Cooperation (Tiangong-оύέΦ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ǳǘƘƻǊǎΩ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ 

ά/ƻƴǘŜǎǘƛƴƎ wƻƭŜǎ ƛƴ ²ƻǊƭŘ tƻƭƛǘƛŎǎΥ DǊŜŀǘ tƻǿŜǊ LŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ aŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ Dƭƻōŀƭ 

hǊŘŜǊέΣ Lƴǎǘƛǘǳte of East Asian Studies, University of Duisburg-Essen, Duisburg, Ger-

many, May 13, 2026. 

Funded Excursions 

¶ {ǇǊƛƴƎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ άhǳǘŜǊ {ǇŀŎŜ /ƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛŘŘƭŜ 9ŀǎǘέΣ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

The Center for Advanced Security, Strategic and Integration Studies (CASSIS), 

Bonn University, Germany, May 17ς19, 2026. 

Liliia PEICHEVA (Aff. Doctoral Researcher) 

Funded Excursions 

¶ ECPR Methods School: Survey Design, online, organized by the European Con-

sortium for Political Research, Feb 25ς27, 2026. 
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Dr. Qinqin PENG (Aff. Postdoctoral Researcher) 

Presentations 

¶ ά½ƘƻƴƎƎǳƻ ŦƻƧƛŀƻ ȊƘƻƴƎ ŘŜ ΨōƛŀƴΩ Ǝǳŀƴƴƛŀƴ Ƨƛǉƛ ȄƛŀƴŘŀƛ ȊƘǳŀƴȄƛƴƎέ ώ¢ƘŜ /ƻƴŎŜǇǘ 

ƻŦ ά/ƘŀƴƎŜέ ƛƴ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ .ǳŘŘƘƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ Lǘǎ aƻŘŜǊƴ ¢ǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴϐΦ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ά9ŀǎǘ 

!ǎƛŀƴ CǳǘǳǊŜǎέΣ 9ŀǎǘ /Ƙƛƴŀ bƻǊƳŀƭ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ {ƘŀƴƎƘŀƛΣ /ƘƛƴŀΣ bƻǾ рΣ нлнсΦ 

¶ άDŜȅƛ όaŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ /ƻƴŎŜǇǘǎύΥ ! aƻŘŜǊƴ bŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƛƴ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ .ǳŘŘƘƛǎǘ IƛǎǘƻǊƛƻƎπ

ǊŀǇƘȅέΦ !!{ !ƴƴǳŀƭ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ нлнс !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ !ǎƛŀƴ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎΣ ±ŀƴŎƻǳǾŜǊΣ 

Canada, Mar 15, 2026. 

Research Activities 

¶ tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŀǊȅ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ά.ƛƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŜǎ ƻŦ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ .ǳŘŘƘƛǎǘǎ ƛƴ 

tŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ tǊŜǎŜƴǘέΣ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ IŀƳōǳǊƎΣ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΣ CŜō мпς15, 2025. 

Anna-Maria RAU (Aff. Doctoral Researcher) 

Presentations 

¶ άaƛƴƎǳƻ ǎƘƛǉƛ ȄƛŀƴŘŀƛ ȅƛƴȅǳŜ ƭǳƴǎƘǳ ȊƘƻƴƎ ŘŜ ǿŜƛƭŀƛ ƎƻǳȄƛŀƴƎέ ώ±ƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Cǳπ

ǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ aƻŘŜǊƴ aǳǎƛŎ 5ƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎŀƴ 9ǊŀϐΦ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ά9ŀǎǘ !ǎƛŀƴ 

CǳǘǳǊŜǎέΣ 9ŀǎǘ /Ƙƛƴŀ bƻǊƳŀƭ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ {ƘŀƴƎƘŀƛΣ /ƘƛƴŀΣ bƻǾ рΣ нлнсΦ 

Igor SEVENARD (Doctoral Researcher) 

Presentations 

¶ ά¢ƘŜ 5ƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ-LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ bŜȄǳǎ ƻŦ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ Dƭƻōŀƭ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ {ƘŀǊŜŘ CǳǘǳǊŜέΦ 

²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ά9ŀǎǘ !ǎƛŀƴ CǳǘǳǊŜǎέΣ bŀƴƪŀƛ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ ¢ƛŀƴƧƛƴΣ /ƘƛƴŀΣ bƻǾ оΣ нлнрΦ 

¶ ά{ƘŀǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜΥ ¢ƘŜ Dƭƻōŀƭ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ {ƘŀǊŜŘ CǳǘǳǊŜ ŀǎ LŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ-Forming 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘ ƻǊ {ƭƻƎŀƴƛǎǘƛŎ bŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΚέΦ рǘƘ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ !ǎƛŀƴ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎ ōȅ 

the German Association of Asian Studies (DGA), Bonn University, Germany, Sep 

10, 2025. 

¶ tŀƴŜƭ hǊƎŀƴƛǎŜǊ ŦƻǊ ά¢ƘŜ LƴŘƻ-tŀŎƛŦƛŎΩǎ /ƻƴǘŜǎǘŜŘ CǳǘǳǊŜΥ LŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ CƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ 5ƻπ

mestic Politics and Conflict Prevention Amid China-¦{ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ /ƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴέΦ рǘƘ 

Conference on Asian Studies by the German Association of Asian Studies (DGA), 

Bonn University, Germany, Sep 10, 2025. 
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Martyna SZOJA (Aff. Doctoral Researcher) 

Presentations 

¶ ά/ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ²ŜŀǇƻƴǎ ƻŦ aŀǎǎ 5ŜǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ bƻƴ-tǊƻƭƛŦŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ tƻƭƛŎȅέΦ млǘƘ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ bǳπ

clear History Summer Camp, Nuclear Proliferation International History Project 

(NPIHP) and Hiroshima Organization for Global Peace (HOPe), University of Hi-

roshima, Japan, Oct 6ς16, 2025. 

¶ ά/ƘƛƴŀΩǎ bŜǿ wƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bǳŎƭŜŀǊ bƻƴ-tǊƻƭƛŦŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ wŜƎƛƳŜΥ {5D мс ϧ {5D мтέΦ 

3rd UNITAR International Research Conference (3UIRC), United Nations Devel-

opment Programme office, Brussels, Belgium, Dec 3ς4, 2025. 

¶ ά.ŜǘǿŜŜƴ 5ƻŎǘǊƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΥ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ bǳŎƭŜŀǊ tƻƭƛŎȅ ŀƴŘ Lǘǎ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ŦƻǊ 

5ƛǎŀǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ 5ƛǇƭƻƳŀŎȅέΦ оǊŘ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ά/ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ƻŦ 

aƻŘŜǊƴ 5ƛǇƭƻƳŀŎȅέΣ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ [ƻŘȊΣ tƻƭŀƴŘΣ aŀȅ мпΣ нлнсΦ 

¶ ά/Ƙƛƴŀ ŀƴŘ bǳŎƭŜŀǊ bƻƴ-Proliferation in Central Asia: Norms, Influence, and Re-

Ǝƛƻƴŀƭ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ 5ȅƴŀƳƛŎǎέΦ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ άLƴƴŜ ǎǘŀƴȅΥ !ȊƧŀ /Ŝƴπ

ǘǊŀƭƴŀέ ώhǘƘŜǊ {ǘŀǘŜǎΥ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ !ǎƛŀϐΣ CŀŎǳƭǘȅ ƻŦ {ƻŎƛŀƭ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜǎΣ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ 

²ǊƻŎƱŀǿΣ tƻƭŀƴŘΣ aŀy 15, 2026. 

Funded Excursions 

¶ EU Non-Proliferation and Disarmament Consortium / SIPRI intensive course 

ά²a5 ƴƻƴ-ǇǊƻƭƛŦŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŀǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƭŘέΣ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΣ ƻǊƎŀπ

nized by the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) and the Euro-

pean Union Non-Proliferation and Disarmament Consortium (EUNPDC), Jan 20ς

23, 2026. 

¶ 9/tw aŜǘƘƻŘǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ά/ǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ 5ƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ !ƴŀƭȅǎƛǎέΣ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΣ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 9ǳπ

ropean Consortium for Political Research, Feb 16ς20, 2026. 

¶ 11th Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nu-

clear Weapons (NPT), New York, USA, Apr 27 ς May 9, 2026 (moderator of the 

ǎƛŘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ άbǳŎƭŜŀǊ wƛǎƪǎ ŀƴŘ wƛǎƪ wŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴέ ƻƴ !ǇǊ нтΤ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aŀȅƻǊǎ 

for Peace Youth ForuƳ ƻƴ !ǇǊ нуΣ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦b ά¸ƻǳǘƘ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎ !ŎǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 

5ƛǎŀǊƳŀƳŜƴǘέ ƻƴ aŀȅ мΤ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘƛƻƴǎΥ aƛŘŘƭŜ 9ŀǎǘ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ hǊπ

ganization (METO), Parliamentarians for Nuclear Non-Proliferation and 
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Disarmament (PNND) and the UNODA Youth Leader Fund for the World without 

Nuclear Weapons). 

Lea WALLRAFF (Doctoral Researcher) 

Presentations 

¶ άIƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀǎ ŀ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜΥ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ wŜŦƻǊƳǎ ŀƴŘ wŜŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ !ƴǘƛǉπ

ǳƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ [ŀǘŜ LƳǇŜǊƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ 9ŀǊƭȅ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎŀƴ /ƘƛƴŀέΦ ···±LǘƘ !ƴƴǳŀƭ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ 

α{ŜƭōǎǘōƛƭŘŜǊς CǊŜƳŘōƛƭŘŜǊά ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǳǘǎŎƘŜ ±ŜǊŜƛƴƛƎǳƴƎ ŦǸǊ /ƘƛƴŀǎǘǳŘƛŜƴ ŜΦ±Φ 

(DVCS), University of Hamburg, Germany, Nov 21, 2025. 

Nora WÖLFING (Aff. Doctoral Researcher) 

Presentations 

¶ ά5ǳǊŎƘ ŘŜƴ bŜōŜƭ ς Qiu {ƘƛƘǳŀΣ aŀƭŜǊ ŘŜǊ [ŜŜǊŜέΦ aǳǎŜǳƳ ǳƴǘŜǊ ¢ŀƎŜΣ .ƻŎƘǳƳΣ 

Germany, Feb 15, 2026. 

Teaching Assignments 

¶ άaŜŘƛŜƴƪǳƴǎǘ ƛƴ ǳƴŘ ŀǳǎ /Ƙƛƴŀ ς Zwischen Technik-Optimismus und spekulativem 

{ǘƻǊȅǘŜƭƭƛƴƎέΦ Seminar, Technische Universität Berlin, Germany, Summer Term 2026. 

Ming-Feng WU (Doctoral Researcher) 

Presentations 

¶ ά.ǳŘŘƘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ as Future-Making: Buddhist New Youth Movement in 1920sς

мфолǎ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎŀƴ /ƘƛƴŀέΦ ··LLL L!Iw ²ƻǊƭŘ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎΣ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ 

for the History of Religions, Jagiellonian University, Kraków, Poland, Aug 24ς30, 

2025. 

¶ tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘ ƛƴ άwƻǳƴŘǘŀōƭŜΥ 5ŜŎƻƭƻƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ 9ŀǎǘ !ǎƛŀƴ wŜƭƛƎƛƻƴέΣ 

chaired by Prof. Satoko FUJIWARA, PhD. XXIII IAHR World Congress, International 

Association for the History of Religions, Jagiellonian University, Kraków, Poland, 

Aug 26, 2025. 
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¶ ά/ƻƴǘŜǎǘŜŘ !ǿŀƪŜƴƛƴƎΥ .ǳŘŘƘƛǎǘ /ƻƴŎŜǇǘǎ ƛƴ aƻŘŜǊƴ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ wŜŦƻǊƳ 5ƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜέΦ 

²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ άIƻǿ .ǳŘŘƘƛǎǘ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎ .ŜŎŀƳŜ ŀƴ !ŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ 5ƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜ ƛƴ aƻŘŜǊƴ 9ŀǎǘ 

!ǎƛŀΚέΣ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƘŜƴƎŎƘƛ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ ¢ŀƛǇŜƛΣ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΣ hŎǘ нфΣ нлнрΦ 

¶ ά²ƘŜƴ .ǳŘŘƘƛǎƳ 9ƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊǎ ΨǘƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜΩΥ .ŜǘǿŜŜƴ wŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ {ŜŎǳƭŀǊ 5ƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ 

ƛƴ WŀǇŀƴ ŀƴŘ /Ƙƛƴŀ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ǳǊƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нлǘƘ /ŜƴǘǳǊȅέΦ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ άΨ5ƻƴƎȅŀκǿŜƛƭŀƛΩ 

yanliu. Boshisheng xueshu jiaoliu luntanέ ώDǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ CƻǊǳƳ ƻƴ 9ŀǎǘ !ǎƛŀ ŀƴŘ 

Futures Studies], National Taiwan Normal University, Taipei, Taiwan, Nov 10, 

2025. 

¶ ά9ƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎǳƭŀǊΥ /ƻƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ aƻŘŜǊƴ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ .ǳŘŘƘƛǎƳέΦ 

CERES Forschungskolloquium, Center for Religous Studies (CERES), Ruhr University 

Bochum, Germany, Feb 2, 2026. 

Funded Excursions / Fieldwork 

¶ 6th Chung-Hwa International Conference on Buddhism, organised by the Chung-

Hwa Institute for Buddhist Studies, GIS Convention Center, Taipei, Taiwan, Oct 

30 ς Nov 1, 2025. 

¶ Visits to the National Diet Library (NDL) and the Religious Department at the Uni-

versity of Tokyo, Japan, Nov 2025. 

Xiaoyu XIONG (Doctoral Researcher) 

Presentations 

¶ ά¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊ tƻƭƛŎȅ ŀƴŘ wŜƎƛƳŜ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ /ƘƛƴŀΥ /ƻ-evolution of Quality and Mo-

Ǌŀƭƛǘȅ 5ƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜέΦ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ α{ƻŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ tǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ CŀŎǘƻǊǎ ƻŦ aŀǎǎ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ 

!ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘŀǊƛŀƴƛǎƳάΣ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ƻƴǎƻǊǘƛǳƳ ŦƻǊ tƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ό9/twύΣ LƴƴǎōǊǳŎƪΣ 

Austria, Apr 8, 2026. 
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Researchers & Staff 

Doctoral Researchers (Cohort I) 

Buyun GONG 

Scientific Management in Republican China: 

How the Future was Made Plannable 

Focusing on the history of Taylorism in Republican 

China from the 1910s to 1940s, this dissertation seeks 

to understand how the future was made plannable in 

the workplace and in larger economic and societal 

contexts by investigating three main areas: 

1. Historical conditions. Under which historical con-

ditions was Taylorism introduced and practised in Re-

publican China? To which problems was Taylorism a solution? 

2. Emergence of a plannable future. How was the future made plannable through sci-

entific management? This question is to be approached with empirical case studies at 

different levels from work planning over welfare system to macro-economic planning. 

3. Sociopolitical Effects. How did Taylorist style of work system shape the temporality 

of work-place ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪŜǊΩǎ ōƻŘȅΚ Iƻǿ ŘƛŘ ƛǘ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ǿƻǊƪ-related welfare system 

and labour policies in general? 

A central methodological premise underlying the proposed dissertation is a hypothesis 

ƻŦ ΨŘƻƛƴƎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΩΦ CǊƻƳ ŀ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŜƻǊȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŀƴ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ 

ΨǘƘƛƴƎΩΣ ƴƻǊ ŀ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎΩ ƳƛƴŘǎΦ LƴǎǘŜŀŘΣ ŀǎ ŀ ƭƛǾed temporality, 

it is always enacted in doing. Another premise is that planning practices have con-

stituted prevalent future-making practices since Western modernity. Republican China 

witnessed a similar temporal shift from an expectable future to a plannable future. On 

this basis, this dissertation seeks to broaden the analytical focus from future conceptions 

to heterogeneous future-making practices. It attempts to untangle the discursive, bodily, 

affective and material dimensions of how the future was made plannable.  

© RUB, Marquard 
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Pao-wen HUANG 

Tariffs and Future Anticipation: Customs Policies 

and Practices in Taiwan, 1850ς1990 

The Chinese maritime customs, established in the lat-

ter half of the 19th century, developed a manage-

ment method containing modern statistical and ac-

counting concepts with the help of foreign experts. 

This led to an increase in customs revenues, but 

China did not entirely adopt Western financial man-

agement methods. As a result, two different manage-

ment methods co-existed both in China and Taiwan. 

After the opening of ports in the 1860s, Taiwan gradually gained independence from 

Fujian Province with the support of tariff revenue and was eventually declared a prov-

ince in 1885. The cession of Taiwan to Japan by the Qing dynasty in 1895 resulted in 

the termination of the previous customs system. However, after Taiwan came under the 

control of the Republic of China in 1945, the customs administration experienced a 

revival until 1991. 

Once a symbol of progress during the Qing Dynasty, it became a vestige of the past 

ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŦ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ǊǳƭŜ ƛƴ ¢ŀƛǿŀƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ YǳƻƳƛƴǘŀƴƎ 

and the Communist Party towards this institution had direct impact on the different eco-

nomic and trade development in present-day Taiwan and China. 

My research will focus on ideas of future and modernity in fiscal and economic policies 

influenced by the West and the clash with the traditional Chinese fiscal systems and 

shed light on the factors that have contributed to the gradual socioeconomic diver-

gence between Taiwan and China.  

© RUB, Marquard 



40 

Youlim KIM (affiliated researcher) 

Transformation and Construction of Social Dis-

course on Unmarried Mothers in South Korea 

There has been a pervasive social discourse of stig-

matising unmarried mothers in South Korea (Korea, 

hereafter). Sexual immorality is a prominent stigma 

that unmarried mothers are accused of and they have 

had to put great effort to erase the stigma. However, 

the personal experience of unmarried mothers in 

South Korea is not merely their individual stories, but 

the reflected history of colonial, post-colonial, nationalistic and patriarchal society. 

The term Mihonmo (unmarried mother) first appeared in print media in the late 60s and 

early 70s. Since then, the media has consolidated its way of describing unmarried 

mothers using repetitive language and symbols. Likewise, Korean novels after the Ko-

rean War occasionally depicted unmarried mothers; they were sometimes portrayed 

as poor war widows, indiscriminately sexually active figures, such as yang-gongju 

(western princess), mentally unstable, or disabled women. Various legislative measures 

from the 1950s also contained many discriminative elements against unmarried mothers 

and served as a means to restrain their bodies, sexuality, and motherhood. 

This study examines articulations on unmarried mothers in the media and literary texts, 

ŀƴŘ ƭŜƎŀƭ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜŘ ǳƴǿŜŘ ƳƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ слǎ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊπ

stand the development of social discourse on unwed mothers in Korea. Therefore, the 

interplay of fields of politics, media and literature which forms a dynamic triangular 

ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ƛǎ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜŘΦ aƻǊŜƻǾŜǊΣ ǳƴƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƳƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ 

is analysed in relationship to their societal experience and pursuit of their agency. 

This research project proposes that the field of literature tends to generate more liber-

ating and challenging discourse on gendered norms, compared to the media. By delv-

ing into unwed mothersΩ hopes, desires, and aspirations for the future, this study ensures 

that the voices of unmarried mothers can be empowered by the literature.  

© RUB, Brasse 
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Eetu LAUSTELA 

North Korean Depictions of the Future in Text 

Publications of the Kim Jong-un Era 

North Korea is commonly portrayed as a Stalinist cu-

riosity, a state economically and ideologically frozen 

in time. External narratives about its future are thus of-

ten confined to imagining either prolonged stagna-

tion or hypothesized radical transformation, either 

through collapse or major reform. However, beyond 

these outsider perspectives, the North Korean state 

actively constructs and disseminates its own visions of its future(s) as all states do. The 

primary question this thesis addresses is what key characteristics are associated with 

the future in contemporary North Korea. The research is conducted by using qualitative 

content analysis on a variety of data sets from North Korean publications. The materials 

consist of domestic non-fiction texts in the Korean language, such as future-oriented 

news media and political writings, from the period of 2012ς2023, the first decade of 

Kim Jong-ǳƴΩǎ ǊǳƭŜΦ 

The focus of the research is on what the North Korean state hopes, wants, and expects 

from its own future, and what qualities it associates with modernity, progress and de-

velopment. By focusing on the contemporary future visions in North Korea, this research 

ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜǎ bƻǊǘƘ YƻǊŜŀΩǎ ƛŘŜƻƭƻƎȅΣ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŀǇǘƛǾŜ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǊŜπ

sponse to contemporary challenges and global political shifts. Additionally, the re-

search also provides a better picture of how these aspirations shape the ideological 

wƻǊƭŘǾƛŜǿ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƭŜƎƛǘƛƳŀŎȅΦ Cƛπ

nally, this study also ŀƴŀƭȅȊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ǳǎŀƎŜ ƻŦ άǎƻŎƛŀƭƛǎƳέ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ bƻǊǘƘ 

YƻǊŜŀΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ-making efforts, highlighting both continuity and changes in the political 

ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ōȅ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ΨǎƻŎƛŀƭƛǎǘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜǎΩ ŦǊƻƳ 

North Korea and other socialist states.  

© RUB, Marquard 
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Minkyun PARK 

Divided Self, Divided Future: Narrative Contes-

tation and Politics of Foreign Policy Oscillation 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ŀǎŜ ƻŦ {ƻǳǘƘ YƻǊŜŀΩǎ wŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ Wŀπ

pan 

South Korea (Korea) has long been regarded as a 

shrimp between two whales ς China and Japan. 

Due to its dramatic economic growth, democratiza-

tion and recent K-pop fever around the globe, it 

starts to be recognized as a shrimp that turned into a 

whale. What is puzzling, however, is that it seems to still struggle between China and 

Japan with regard to its identity, resulting in an insecure shrimp inside. 

South Korea presents a unique case for ontological security perspectives or identity 

perspective in general. Its modern history is full of identity shifts. Before Japanese colo-

nialism in 1910, it was regarded as a subordinate state under Chinese empire. Then 

under Japanese colonialism, Korea was branded with colonial identity. During the 

Cold War, anti-communism was staged by the state as the core of its identity due to 

the Korean War. My assumption is that identity was rather given or forced to South 

Korea before its democratization in 1987 either through China, Japan, the U.S. and/or 

its own dictators. And it was only after 1987 that as a democracy, there has been a 

rise of politics of Korean Identities and Selves, including perceptions of a self-assertive 

future. Since democratization there have been often shifts of governments between 

progressives and conservatives, which hold different views on what it means to be Ko-

rean and towards its neighbouring countries ς China and Japan. Its enduring problems 

with these relationships will be analysed in this study with a view of the impact of future 

perceptions for ontological security and insecurity.  

© RUB, Marquard 
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Elisabeth RACHSTEIN 

Legitimation and the Resilience of Authoritarian 

Rule: A Comparative Study of Russia and North 

Korea 

This dissertation examines how authoritarian regimes 

construct narratives to legitimate political authority 

and stabilise their rule, and conceptualises legitima-

tion as a discursive process structured by temporal 

ordering. It argues that legitimation narratives are not 

merely a background dimension of political resili-

ence but a central resource of authoritarian power. 

Theoretically, the project advances the claim that authoritarian regimes stabilise their 

rule by embedding political authority in teleological narratives that fuse past, present, 

and future into a single, morally charged trajectory of historical necessity. Through such 

narratives, the future is no longer framed as an open horizon of political alternatives 

but as a predetermined continuation of a sanctioned past, thereby narrowing the space 

of imaginable change. Methodologically, the study employs critical discourse analysis 

of state-controlled media and official political communication. A comparative design 

is used to analyse North Korea and Russia. These two regimes differ markedly in ide-

ology, institutional structure, and international positioning, yet display striking similarities 

in their strategies of legitimation. The analysis focuses on how narratives are mobilised 

to construct a circular logic in which past sacrifices legitimise present hardship, while 

promised futures retrospectively justify both past and present. 

The central finding is that both regimes organise political time as a narrative loop. The 

past is invoked to naturalise the present, and the future is portrayed as the inevitable 

fulfilment of an already determined historical mission. Authoritarian discourse effectively 

άŎƻƭƻƴƛǎŜǎέ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΣ ŘŜǇǊƛǾƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘƛƴƎŜƴŎȅ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƻǇŜƴƴŜǎǎΦ .ȅ ŦǊŀƳƛƴƎ 

political development as preordained, alternative trajectories are rendered inconceiv-

able. By foregrounding narratives of legitimation, this dissertation contributes to re-

search on authoritarian resilience, discursive legitimation, and the politics of time.  

© Rachstein 


























































