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RESEARCH QUESTION How did the Continued Elementary Learning of East of the Sea �„�€�Å�G�’ envision  
a Confucian future for Korea by constructing a coherent Confucian past?

A SEQUEL TO THE  
ELEMENTARY LEARNING
•	Edited in 1884 by Pak Chaehy�ng, but 

published only in 1912 by Ch’oe Nams�n

•	The structure follows the 12th-century 
“Elementary Learning” by Zhu Xi and Liu 
Qingzhi

•	Four inner chapters contain quotes and 
anecdotes from Korean antiquity until 
the end of the Kory� period (918–1392)

•	Two outer chapters contain quotes and 
anecdotes from the Chos�n period (1392–
1897)

Defining a Korean Confucian Tradition

•	Clear demarcation of an unbroken line of Korean Confucianism by inclusion and exclusion

•	Extension of Confucian tradition to Korean antiquity, i.e., the Three Kingdoms period

•	 Inclusion of war heroes and military figures to be revered as defenders of the nation

Textbook for Students

•	 Introduction of clear sequence of scholarship for young students

•	Confucian understanding of history containing guidelines for moral behaviour and admonitions 
against wicked actions and thoughts

•	Transformation of public mores through education for a new Confucian state

Transformation of Self- and World Perception

•	The Continued Elementary Learning of East of the Sea not just an expression of conservative thought 
(upholding orthodoxy, rejecting heterodoxy �Ï�"�e�,) or enlightenment/Practical Learning, but 
as an evolution of Confucian thought within the context, trends and characteristics of the time 
(Noh 2016)

INTENDED USES OF THE CONTINUED ELEMENTARY LEARNING OF EAST OF THE SEA

1)	Establishing Instruction �ÐG±
2)	Clarifying Relationships �Æ	Ø
3)	Reverencing the Self 
a�û

4)	Studying the Past �T�¿

5)	Admirable Words �c�¶
6)	Exemplary Deeds �“�Ä

•	Chapters 4, 5, 6 use 1, 2, 3 as internal structure

•	Sources range from o�icial histories to local gaz-
etteers and collected writings of scholars
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